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What is Vacation Bible Camp? 

It’s a great time to meet new friends! 

July 25-29 — See p. 5 

Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love! 

Participate with the campers in  

Mission Opportunities 

 

Crab Feast — August 20, see p. 9 

 

Summer Mission Opportunities  

for Youth & Adults, see p. 7 



Thank You! 
Dear TUMC, 

Thank you for your blanket and devotional book for 
my high school graduation.  This church has served as 
my rock, my foundation, for my faith.   

You may be happy to know that Connor [my 
brother] and I are in Young Life going to Rock Bridge 
this summer.   

I look forward to continuing Young 
Life in college at West Virginia University 
next year [classes begin in August]. 

Thanks for the support! 
Andrew Engel 
 

 
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for your prayers for my full recovery 
after my recent car accident.  I feel so incredibly blessed 
to still be here with you.  I know that your prayers made 
the difference for me. 

My family and I appreciate each note, card, phone 
call, visit, food gift, and offer of help.   

A special thank you to Pastor Rod and Mrs. Miller 
who came to the trauma center to pray with me the 
night of the accident. 

Matt Potter 

Dear Towson United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for the love & caring that you 

gave my mom, Corinne Richter.  I will always  be 
grateful for the support from this church when Mom 
died.  Trying to put together a funeral immediately 
following the Blizzard of 2016 wasn’t easy, but you 
opened your doors & welcomed us! 

Mom was always a Methodist & she loved this 
congregation.  She did remember you in her Will & that 
money should be arriving from the estate in the next 
couple of weeks.  She loved children & was inspired by 
your music.  It 
would be great if 
some of the 
money could be 
used to support 
those programs, 
but there are no 
stipulations.  Use 
this money as 
needed to help 
the congregation. 

Sincerely, 
Ann Hodge 
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Pictured below:  PATHWAYS leaders and tutors. 
Board of Directors for 2016:  Susan Killian, Ken Henschen, Casey Schurman, Justin Jones, Sally Savidge, Annie Biser 

Mary Wynne Eisenberg, Theresa Peard, Amanda Long, Stephanie Kimmons, and Sharon Penhallegon, Director 

On the cover:  pictures from Vacation Bible Camp 2015, Maria Springer, photographer. 



Pastor’s Letter
Special Summer Events 

 

One of the summer events I looked forward to 
growing up was the Saturday each year that my 
parents bought 200 ears of corn from a local 
farmer.  We filled the car, brought them home and 
created a family assembly line outside on the back 
porch:  one of us cut off the ends while three of us 
husked and de-silked.   Any of our friends that 
happened to visit that day were roped in, 
sometimes to their surprise.   Meanwhile in the 
kitchen, Mom and Dad put them in  
boiling water and after a few 
minutes, took them out and sealed 
them in freezer bags.  Loud banter 
and laughing always went along 
with the process.  Because we 
worked together, we enjoyed 
eating corn on the cob all year 
long.  

Summer is a good time to get 
involved in something that you 
don’t do the rest of the year with the 
promise of future payoffs.   

My mother-in-law made strawberry jam 
every summer which we paired with her 
home-made rolls for those special family 
dinners through the year.  I am enjoying 
working in our garden now, planting flowers 
and shrubs, and watching them bloom and 
grow as the summer progresses.   

This is a time for us to consider what we 
can do to lay the groundwork for future 
ministry at TUMC.  Two summers years ago,  
a large team prepared by focusing on the “Growing Forward” initiative.  
Last summer we planned together to create the “Servants in Service” 
volunteer program.  This year we are anticipating the strengthening of our 
youth and young adult ministries.  At this writing, we are in discussions 
about hiring a youth and young adult ministry staff person.  Financial 
resources are tight, and we want to be sure we know what will be 
expected of this person.  We need to be clear that a new staff person will 
be at their best if they are surrounded by interested, supportive, and 
helpful people both in the youth program and in the church as a whole.   
Please let us know if you would like to help in some way by contacting 
Sally Savidge, sbjsavidge@gmail.com.   

Together we will get to where we need to go this summer.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rod  

Rod Miller 

Church Staff 
and their responsibilities: 

 
Rev. Rod Miller  
Lead Pastor  
rmiller@towsonumc.org 
410-823-3640 (church) 
410-465-2335 (home) 

 Preaching, worship, administration, 
pastoral visitation, visioning, and 
ministry development 

 
Rev. Margery Schammel 
Assistant Pastor  
mschammel@towsonumc.org 
410-823-2485 

 Christian education for children, 
youth, and adults, and worship 
leadership 

 
Rev. Doug Hollida 
Minister of Music & Organist 
MusicDirector@towsonumc.org 
410-823-6519 

 Children, youth, and adult vocal 
choirs, handbell choirs, worship 
accompanist, and composer 

 
Kim Ayres 
Business Manager/ Receptionist  
kayres@towsonumc.org 
410-823-3693 

 Financial and office administration 
and liaison to Finance and 
Trustees 

 
Cathy Anderson 
Director of Communications   
communications@towsonumc.org  
410-823-3689 

 Graphic arts, weekly bulletins, 
monthly newsletters, webmaster, 
audio and visuals for worship, 
liaison to missions 

 
Bob Ashby  
Maintenance Assistant  

 Assists in building cleaning and 
event set ups 

 
Erin Rigley, Director 
Hampton Lane  
Child Development Center 
cdcdirector@towsonumc.org 
410-825-0008 
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Summer  
is a time  
to rest, 

rejuvenate,  
and prepare  

for the future. 



SUNDAY MORNING SUMMER SCHEDULE—thru 8/28 
8:15a Chapel Communion Service — Chapel 
 

9:00a Adult class Half Truths (thru 7/24) — Room 214 
 

 Breakfast on the Bricks — meet & greet 
  on the front patio of the church 
  Sponsored by our RAMs (Reconciling and  
 Accepting Methodists) — Choose Love! 
 

10:00a  to 11:30… Childcare infants to  
  age 3 (on or after 1/1/16) — Room 122 
 

10:15a Worshipping God Together — Sanctuary 
 

 Children age 3 (before 1/1/16) to age 6 begin in 
the worship service with your 
family; to be dismissed after the 
Children’s Time to Room 314 to 
learn about the Parables of Jesus.  
Families please pick up your 
children at the end of the service. 

 Children 7 years old and older stay in the 
worship service with their families throughout 
the summer.  Word games are in the Sunday 
bulletin. 

 

THANK YOU! 
A huge thank you to all our teachers, facilitators, 

substitutes, and helpers who made the past Sunday 
School year such a success!  You are truly a blessing. 

DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY 
Pick a class today. 

Disciple Bible Study is a course designed for 
participants to read and discuss the Bible in a weekly 
class setting.   

Beginning Sunday, September 11, we will be offering 
a modified version of Disciple 1 Bible Study during our 
Sunday School hour at 9:00am.  This will allow for 
participants to take advantage of the child care services 
offered on Sunday mornings and to complete the whole 
course without having to allocate an evening meeting 
during the week. 

The Disciple Bible Study course will also be offered 
Tuesday mornings beginning that same week in 
September, if there are enough participants.   

The course will run for 34-weeks, and the expectation 
is that participants will attend as many sessions as 
possible.  We learn from each other, so attendance and 
participation is vital. 

Please let me know now if you are interested in 
attending either class. 

If you have questions or wish to sign up, feel free to call 
me, Earl Smith, at 410-377-6386 or email me at:  
j_earl_smith@verizon.net.   

Christian Education 
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H E R E ’ S   A   C H A L L E N G E   F O R   E V E R Y O N E ! 

 

Sunday School is actually an inaccurate title  
for the learning and questioning and exploring that happens here at TUMC each week. 

  The goal of our time together is not only learning,  
but also growth in our faith and support to live as Christ’s disciples when we are not in this building. 

The adults have a great name: Christian Connections.  
We connect with God and with one another.   

We also connect our experiences here on Sunday with our lives outside the church. 

What might be a better way to describe what happens here Sunday mornings  
with our children and youth as we seek to become more like Jesus?  

Should the youth have their own name?  

SUBMIT YOUR IDEA FOR A NEW NAME FOR “SUNDAY SCHOOL”  
Send your ideas to Margery (mschammel@towsonumc.org) by August 14th —   

suggestions from all ages are welcome.   
We will unveil the new name(s) for the start of our “Sunday school” season on September 11th. 

mailto:j_earl_smith@verizon.net
mailto:mschammel@towsonumc.org


VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
Join us at the Surf Shack  

to catch the wave 
of God’s amazing love! 

July 25-29, 2016 (Monday—Friday) 
9:00 a.m. –  12 noon 

Who:  Children age 3 (by 1-1-2016) through 5th 
grade (completed year 2015-16) 

Cost:  $10 per child, maximum of $20 per family 
 You may use the online method explained 

below to pay OR — 
pay by check, made payable to “Towson 
UMC” with “VBC” in the memo line. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Donations needed to make VBC a success:  
ONE liter bottles—washed with lid included 
white coffee filters (any size is great) 
empty clean soda cans  
beach balls  
newspaper 

Donations needed to borrow for VBC:  
surfboards/boogie boards 
sand toys  
sand buckets and shovels 
fake palm trees 

Please place your donations in the education office or 
drop off in the main office.  Borrowed items need your 
name and phone number on them so we can return them 
in August. 
 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES FOR VBC 
Each day during VBC, the children are asked to bring 
an item to support the missions below.  You are invited 
to support the missions by bringing in one or more 
items from the lists below and dropping them off in the 
church lobby.   Everyone may participate! 

Monday:   Toiletries Kits — single toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, razors and travel size shaving cream,  
tissue packs, combs, travel size: shampoo, deodorant, 
hand sanitizer, sunscreen 

Tuesday:   Emergency Food Pantry — cereal (raisin 
bran, Cheerios, corn flakes), chunky soups, canned beef 
stew, cans of spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles 

Wednesday:   Food for Thought (food for at risk 
children in our community) — Single Serving Size 
Only: 6 pack applesauce, cheese crackers, pretzel and 
goldfish packs, flip top fruit cups, flip top tuna with 
crackers, small pasta bowls such as mac/cheese or 
ravioli 

Thursday:   Pets in Need — canned dog and cat food, 
unopened dry dog and cat food, dog and cat treats  
(no catnip) 

Friday:   Flood Buckets for 
UMCOR —  
clothes pins (50 pack),  
50 oz. or 25 oz. liquid (only) 
laundry detergent,  
16-28 oz. liquid (only)  
dish detergent,  
aerosol or pump air 
freshener,  
handi wipes,  
6-14 oz. insect repellant 

aerosol or pump spray with cover,  
scrub brush with plastic or wooden handle 

 

How do you sign up for 
VBC? 

It’s easy … 
Go to our church’s webpage 

www.towsonumc.org 
 
 

Click on MY PICTURE 
It will surf you to the sign-up page. 

 
Sign up as a CAMPER 

or a VOLUNTEER. 
 

The link to pay for your camper online  
will be sent to you  

in the confirmation email. 
Volunteers don’t pay, but you still need to 

sign up so you get a t-shirt! 
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Planned Giving Corner 
 

Many people create or update their Last Will and Testament because 
they know it’s the responsible thing to do.  There are countless practical 
reasons to have an up-to-date, proper will: to ensure the security of 
family members and other loved ones, to help distribute your property 
according to your wishes, and to name a trusted executor.   

Your Will is, in many ways, a document that helps define your 
personal legacy.  It is your most powerful tool to communicate your 
specific wishes and hopes for the future.   

With an updated Will and Estate Plan you will have the peace of 
mind knowing you have helped shape your own personal legacy.   

Your Will is a legal document.  It is important to accurately identify 
all beneficiaries.  Here is suggested wording to include your church in 
your Will, insurance policies, or retirement accounts: 
 
“I give, devise, and bequeath _______ (insert dollar amount or 
percent amount) of my estate  to Towson United Methodist 
Church, 501 Hampton Lane, Towson, Maryland 21286.” 
 

All undesignated bequests are invested in the church’s General 
Endowment Fund.   

Future issues of the High Spire will include additional information to 
consider when defining your wishes and hopes for the future.   

—from the Planned Giving Task Force,  
    a workgroup of the Board of Trustees 

 

 
The Finance Committee made a commitment to you to provide 

quarterly updates about the financial status of our church, so here’s the 
2nd quarter results:  The normal summer slump in pledge giving has 
moved to the spring (as has been the case the last several years).   We 
are currently $31,000 below the pledge budget number, but in recent 
years, pledge income has rebounded during the summer months. The 
committee is concerned but not overly concerned because management 
of expenses by staff and committees has been excellent.  We are able to 
pay our bills, and our conference apportionment payments are on 
target.  If you’re current with your pledge, we thank you.  If you are 
behind, please catch up ASAP and our 3rd quarter results will improve. 

Thank you, 
Merrill Frank, Chair of the Finance Committee 

Summer is just getting started, but... 
save some time after the 10:15 service on  

Sunday, September 11  
for a short celebration featuring homemade PIE!!   

TheBridgeTeam 
See p. 9 of this High Spire for details! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IN OCTOBER! 

 

WEDNESDAY,  
OCTOBER 12, 2016 

 

Board bus 8:00 AM at Oak Crest,  
8:30 AM Towson UM Church 

Return 5:30 PM TUMC,  
6:00 PM Oak Crest 

 

Come join Towson United Methodist 
Church in Lancaster County, PA for a 
fun-filled day filled with delicious food, 

entertainment, shopping,  
and holiday cheer in October!   

 

 National Christmas Center in 
Paradise for a self-guided tour 

 Buffet lunch at Arthur’s Terrace at 
the Best Western Eden Resort  

 The Barnyard Art Studio and 
Gallery in Lititz, PA for a  
“Chalk Talk Experience 

 

Don’t miss it! 
 

Price is $81 person.  You may need 
extra money for SHOPPING!!! 

 

Make your reservation by sending your 
check, payable to the  
Senior Adult Council,  
mail to:  Ginny Foster  

8444 Loch Raven Blvd. 
Towson, MD  21286 

 

SIGN UP NOW.   
Contact Ginny Foster at  

410-296-4780 or 
virginiafoster@comcast.net   

DEADLINE:   August 31, 2016 

mailto:foster@comcast.net


 

OUR EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
... will be open to the public this summer on 

Saturday, July 30 & August 27  
9:00 to 10:30AM — in Fellowship Hall 

Please place canned food donations in the Sharing Bins 
marked for the EFP in the church lobby.  The list of  
items needed are in the Sunday bulletins in order to  
keep current.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
Saturday mornings once a month, contact Dwight Kines 
at 410-828-0792.   

_____________________________________________ 
 

BALTIMORE COUNTY CHRISTIAN WORKCAMP 
It’s getting close to work day!  We need to know if 

you can help.  We will be working 2 days together as a 
church:  Monday, July 18 & Tuesday, July 19.  It’s okay to 
continue working the rest of that week, if your schedule 
allows.   

So far our team consists of some members of our 
youth group and 4 adults … we encourage more!   

A workday begins with breakfast at Hunts Memorial 
Church at 7:30, drive to our Baltimore County worksite, 
complete our day about 4:30, and dinner is provided at a 
local church.  Then you get to sleep in your own bed! 

Contact Cathy at  
communications@towsonumc.org or 410-823-3689   

to say, YES, you can help! 
______________________________________________ 

 

Take advantage of the summer sales and purchase items 
for the October/November Samaritans Purse Shoebox 
Program.  Every Shoebox you pack represents an oppor-
tunity to share the gospel.  Same items as previous years.  
Items must fit in a normal size shoebox  (W-8 & M-11).  
If you have forgotten what is allowable and what is not; 
visit www.samaritanspurse.org, scroll down to Related 
Searches and click on Samaritans Shoebox Ideas.                     
                                     — John & Nancy Ross, coordinators 
______________________________________________ 

 

The Clothes Bin is outside the church,  
in the back parking lot.   

We accept men, women, and children’s clothes, and 
accessories.  The clothes need to be clean, please.  Ron 
Donoho delivers the clothes we collect to Homestead 
United Methodist Church once a month.  The volunteers 
at Homestead UMC have a clothes closet ministry for the 
folks who live in the Waverly area of Baltimore City. 

Homestead UMC is NOT able to accept clothes 
during the summer months. 

Ron asks that you SAVE your clothes UNTIL September. 

Missions & Outreach 

Thank you to all of the youth leaders, parents, and 
helpers for a fantastic year!!! Most of all — thank you 

to the amazing, wonderful, outstanding youth!!!! 
 

Please remember to register online to help with  
VBC, July 25 -29th.   

You need to register AS A VOLUNTEER  
to receive your t-shirt. 

Please pick up service learning hours forms from your 
school and bring them to Margery.  She will talk with 

you about how to word those forms to help make them 
acceptable to the school. 

 
SUMMER MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

because we care! 
July 18 & 19 — Baltimore County Christian Workcamp 

We are working 2 days this year.  Contact Sally at 
sbjsavidge@gmail.com or Cathy at communications 
@towsonumc.org to let us know you are going with 
us.  We meet each morning at Hunts Memorial 
UMC (corner of Joppa & Old Court Rds.) 

Cleaning the garden at a nursing home near Lovely 
Lane United Methodist Church.  Maryanne will be 
sending you details. 

Picking sweet corn at Fresh Fruits Farm in Freeland, 
Maryland in August.  The date depends on when 
the corn will be ripe.  This corn is specifically for 
food pantries, and homeless kitchens and shelters. 
We will keep you informed. 

Tour of Maryland Agricultural Resource Center on 
Shawan Road in Cockeysville.  There are 150 acres 
of farming opportunities & products sent to 
shelters and food pantries.  Stay tuned for date and 
time. 

 
 
 
 
Check us out on Facebook.   

Questions?  Contact Margery at  
mschammel@towsonumc.org or   

410-823-2485. 
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NEXT BLOOD DRIVE 

Saturday, Sept. 17 

6:30a to 12 noon 

LAST DAY TO GIVE BEFORE 

is July 23 [56 days]. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org
mailto:mschammel@towsonumc.org


ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT 
HIGH SPIRE  

September 2016 issue  
is due Tuesday,  

August 16, 2016. 
All articles need to be on 

time and either in the 
marked folder outside Room 315 — OR — 

you e-mail to Cathy Anderson at 
communications@towsonumc.org.   

Thank you! 

WHAT IS THIS?  No, it’s 
not a new stamp from the 
Post Office … but it is for 
your smart phone!  If you 
have an app to scan QR 
codes, then HERE IT IS … 
the new Towson United 
Methodist QR code.  You 

can donate to the church online from your 
home or pew using your credit card or 
online banking!  It’s safe and secure.  

This includes your Sunday offerings, 
Capital Journey payments, and monthly 
mission offerings.  For miscellaneous 
payments & gifts (such as for lunches or 
Alternative Christmas Gifts), click on 
OTHER, make sure you fill in the memo line. 

You can also submit your donations at 
www.towsonumc.org, scroll down, click on 
DONATE.  Follow the same instructions as 
above. 

THANKS! 

TOWSON PRAYS ONLINE 
http://towsonprays.blogspot.com 

Prayers and thoughts written  
by friends at church! 

Make this a “favorite” and  
join us in prayer. 

 
Upper Room devotionals are available 
in regular and large print.  You can find 

them on the credenza under the 
pictures of the church’s stained glass 

windows in the main lobby.   
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S U N D A Y   M O R N I N G   W O R S H I P   A T   T O W S O N 

  8:15 AM Traditional Service in the Chapel.  This service has 
communion every Sunday and usually piano or 
organ accompaniment. 

10:15 AM Worshipping God Together in the Sanctuary.  This 
service is blended and richly varied.  About twice a 
month we open with contemporary songs led by 
our praise band.  And, about twice a month we are 
more traditional, with one of these Sundays 
including an old-fashioned-hymn-sing.  Every 
Sunday, we hear from the 3,000 pipes of our 
glorious organ.  Communion is offered on the first 
Sunday of the month, and is open to all. 

We have gluten-free bread, too, just ask the server. 

See the chart outside the main office door — OR — call the 
church office at 410-823-6511 

to order Flowers to be placed on the Altar and to light the 
Spire in honor or in memory of a loved one. 
Orders need to be placed by Noon Tuesday  

BEFORE the Sunday. 

 FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR may be given in 
honor of or in memory of loved ones.    
You have a choice when donating flowers 
for the altar: you may order arranged cut 
flowers that you take home after the 10:15 service on 
Sunday for $30.00, OR — you may consider ordering from 
Paul’s Flowers, which could be a lasting shrub or perennial 
flowers to be planted here at church for $55.00.  Paul’s 
Flowers may be ordered April—Nov., and need a 2-week 
notice. 

 If you would like a rosebud on the altar announcing the 
birth of your child or grandchild, please contact the church 
office at 410-823-6511. 

 Donate to LIGHT THE SPIRE IN THE EVENING  FOR THE 
WEEK in honor of or in memory of a loved ones.   
Cost is $30.00.  Fill out an envelope with the details of your 
gift and place in the mail slot in the church office door.  
Envelopes are with the Flower Chart on the wall outside the 
church office (or call the church office). 



Getting to know each other     under the Spire 
 

LEARN HOW TO RUN 
THE SOUND, VIDEOS, AND RECORDING 

 

We are thrilled to announce that Armbruster A/V has 
installed a new Bose 
speaker system in the 
sanctuary.   Thanks to 
our Trustees who are 
making this possible.   
     Now is a great time 
to learn how to run our equipment and become one of 
our Sunday morning volunteers.   

PLEASE contact Cathy at 410-823-3689 or 
communications@towsonumc.org. 

 

PIE  -  PIE  -  PIE 

Can you bake a pie?   

If the answer is yes, we need your “pie”  

(not a frozen one, please) 

for our “Pie Social” on Sunday, September 11,  

in the Fellowship Hall.   

We need your best pie since 

many hungry church members will be sampling the 

pies.  You can include a recipe if you would like to 

share with others. 
  

Please let Shirley Derksen know if you can bring a 

pie on September 11.  Thank you.   

smderksen@verizon.net or (410) 825-6752 
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Crab Feast — Saturday, August 20 
4:00—7:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

Last year’s crab feast was a huge success! 
 

Catered, again, by Conrad’s of Parkville with  
Henry & Will have agreed to do an encore performance as awesome DJs. 

 
Price remains at: 

$45 per person, $30 for children under age 12, free for children age 5 and younger 
 

BENEFITS our future new Sanctuary Windows. 
 

Contact Ginny Foster for tickets  
call 410-296-4780 or email virginiafoster@comcast.net. 

 

 
You can use this tear-off to send in your reservation — mail to: 

Crab Feast, Towson United Methodist Church 

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, MD  21286 

 
NAMES _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL & PHONE NUMBER ____________________________________________________________________ 



MY HOME, AMERICA 
 
From Atlantic to Pacific, to the golden fields of grain, 
From high and mighty mountains to the gently rolling plain, 
Her air is sweet with liberty, and blest from Heav'n above, 
This is my home, America, the country that I love. 
 
I love her mighty and broad and sweeping shores, 
Her deep majestic canyons and her ocean's mighty roar. 
Her big industrious cities, skyscrapers sleek and tall— 
This is my home, America, with liberty for all. 
 
From thickly wooded forest lands that meet the sapphire sky 
To faithful Lady Liberty, her flaming torch held high. 
This is the land where freedom sings her great and noble song, 
This is my home, America, the place where I belong. 
 
From Old Glory flying high and proud, and waving in the breeze, 
Her stars and stripes so beautiful, proclaiming liberty, 
To nighttime on the prairie, when the skies just pop with stars, 
This is my home, America, the land that thrills my heart. 
 
I love her bounteous countryside, her wide and fruitful earth, 
For this the place I love the best, the country of my birth. 
Her song of freedom ever rings, from coast to gleaming coast— 
This is my home, America, the land I love the most. 
 
 

From GOD OUR CREATOR, (c)2013 by Joyce Keedy. 
I wrote this poem on the Fourth of July in 2013, a celebration  
of our beautiful country. 
 

 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America, and to the republic for which it stands, one 
nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all. 

In June 1776, George Washington 
commissioned Betsy Ross, a seamstress  
from Philadelphia, to create a new flag in 
anticipation of independence for the colonies.  
Adopted by the Continental Congress on  
June 14, 1777, the flag was to be “13 stripes  
of alternating red & white, with a union  
of 13 stars of white in a blue field representing 
the new constellation.”  The flag was first 
carried at the Battle of Brandywine on 
September 11 [9/11], 1777. 

Francis Scott Key penned the poem  
“Star-Spangled Banner” September 14, 1814, 
following the battle at Fort McHenry, during 
the War of 1812.  Key was temporarily held 
captive on the British ship HMS Surprise 
during the rainy night of the 13th of 
September where he witnessed the 
bombardment of the fort.  A smaller “storm 
flag” continued to fly over the fort through the 
night.  At dawn on the 14th, when the smoke 
settled, Key said he did not know how the 
battle turned out until he saw that the storm 
flag had been lowered and the larger flag was 
raised.  This flag of 15 stars and stripes had 
been made by Mary Young Pickersgill with 
other workers on Pratt Street in Baltimore. 

Since the original flag in 1777, there have 
been 27 official versions with the current 
version dating to July 4, 1960 when Hawaii 
became the 50th state. 

Now when I think of the flag, I think of the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  First composed by 
Colonel George Balch in 1887, revised by 
Francis Bellamy, a socialist minister in 1892 
and formally adopted by Congress in 1942 
with the official name adopted in 1945.  The 
last change in language came on Flag Day, 
1954 when the words “under God” were 
added, and that took a while!  Louis Bowman, 
an attorney in Illinois and later a chaplain for 
the Illinois Society of Sons of American 
Revolution, led at a meeting the Pledge of 
Allegiance and included “under God” and in 
1952 at their annual meeting adopted a 
resolution urging universal change to include 
“under God” and sent this to the President of 
the United States, Vice-President, and Speaker 
of the House.  President Eisenhower urged 
Congress to adopt the resolution and signed 
the Bill on June 14, 1954. 

 

Information was shared by Ginny Foster. 
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As you consider final plans for yourself and your family,  
please  remember the Columbarium on the side of our 
church.  Niches are available for purchase by contacting  

Judy Hobbs at 410-337-9013. 

T O W SO N   U N I T E D   M E T H O D I S T   C H U R C H   M I N I S T R Y   T E A M 

Rev. Dr. Marcus Matthews, Resident Bishop  

Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Superintendent, Baltimore Metropolitan District  

Carole Dean, TUMC’s Church Lay Leader  

Rev. Dr. Roderick J. Miller, Lead Pastor 

Rev. Margery Schammel, Assistant Pastor 

Rev. Doug Hollida, Minister of Music 

HAMPTON LANE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
410–825–0008    cdcdirector@towsonumc.org — Erin Rigley, Center Director 

A Ministry of Towson United Methodist Church — Child Care with an approved preschool 
www.hamptonlanecdc.org 

TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 Hampton Lane 
Towson, Maryland 21286 
 

410-823-6511 
 

towsonumc.org 
towsonprays.blogspot.com 
 
Business hours are Monday through Thursday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Towson United Methodist Church is a community of Christ-followers growing in love of God and neighbor.  This is 

what we at Towson UMC believe Christian discipleship is, what we are to be, and what Jesus meant when he sent his 

followers to “make disciples”— 

We believe every person is of sacred worth and created in God’s image.  We commit to Jesus’ example of inclusive 

love, care, and intentional hospitality with persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

marital status, faith story, physical or mental ability, economic status, or political perspective.  We respect our diversity 

of opinion and expressions of faith.  Therefore, as God loves us, so let us love and serve in the name of Christ.                  

                                                                                                        — adopted by the TUMC Church Council February 2, 2015 


