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Nov 2 All Saints Sunday / Loving our 

Neighbors  
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Collecting Christmas Shoeboxes, p. 6 

Collecting Thanksgiving Baskets, p. 7 

Nov 5 Wednesday Morning Bible Study, p. 2 

Nov 8 K.I.D.Z. Saturday Night Sensations 

     Children grades 1-5, p. 5 
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Nov 9 Celebrating Youth Missions 

James 2: 17-18 
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Nov 11 Guest speaker,  

     Dr. Philip Wogaman, p. 8 

Nov 15 Emergency Food Pantry, p. 6 

Nov 16 “...others are waiting for us.” 

John 5: 1-17 

Collecting Thanksgiving Baskets, p. 7 

String your own 

     Protestant Prayer Beads, p. 5 

Nov 23 Giving Thanks /  

     Christ the King Sunday 

Nov 30 1st Sunday of Advent,  

     “Prophets Hoped” 

Dec 2 Holiday Brass Concert, p. 4 

Dec 6 Advent Celebration — children’s 

activities, decorate the church, & 

concert, p. 4 & 5 

Dec 7 2nd Sunday of Advent,  

     “Joseph Questioned” 

Toy Drive begins, p. 6 

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

“Precious in God’s Sight”  
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BEARERS OF CHRIST'S LIGHT 
You are invited to come and participate in our 

gathering for contemplative prayer which we are calling 
Attentional Prayer every Tuesday night at 6:00 PM in the 
chapel.   

 

UPPER ROOM devotionals are available in regular 
and large print.  You can find them on the credenza under 
the pictures of the church’s stained glass windows in the 
main lobby.   

 

Aurora’s Prayer Rose Garden 
Aurora’s  Prayer Rose Garden is located on the west side 
of the church, facing the afternoon sun.  A perfect place 
to gather your thoughts, read, write something in your 
journal, or take pictures. 
 

TOWSON PRAYS ONLINE 
http://towsonprays.blogspot.com 

Prayers and thoughts written by friends at church! 
Make this a “favorite” and join us in prayer. 

 

Would You Like Individual Prayer Sunday Mornings?   
Meet a member of the congregation in the back corner of 
the sanctuary after worship Sunday morning if you would 
like someone to be in prayer with you. 
 

You are invited to join our  
Wednesday morning Bible Study class.   

We meet in rooms 214-216  
from 10:30-11:30 each Wednesday.   

Our format is simple.  We use the Scripture selection(s) 
from the previous Sunday for our lesson, beginning and 

ending with prayer.  We welcome anyone who would like 
to join with us, whether or not you are able to attend 

every week, less frequently, or just whenever you can be 
with us.  We look forward to seeing you.   

 

 

 

 
 

November is Calling! 

 

November is calling!  Come in from the cold, 

From a world that so recent was scarlet and gold, 

A world that has cooled 'neath the far distant sun, 

Whose course of bright glory and brilliance is run. 

 

November is calling!  The warmth couldn't stay, 

It melted to coolness 'neath skies steely grey. 

The trees once so glorious with color, are bare, 

And the first breath of winter has frosted the air. 

 

November is calling!  The firewood is heaped, 

And the plants and the flowers are going to sleep. 

The grass is all dying, the hard frozen ground 

Is littered with twigs and with leaves of dead brown. 

 

November is calling!  The days have grown short, 

The squirrels have all tired of their frolic and sport. 

The world becomes weary, with silence it's blessed 

As all nature prepares for her long winter's rest. 

 
from SYMPHONY OF GRACE, © 2012 by Joyce Keedy 
 

By the time November arrives, October's glorious riot of 
color is almost spent for another year.  The bright symphony of 
praise to God becomes more muted and subdued as the 
brilliant oranges, reds and yellows give way to November's 
quieter colors of brown leaves and steel grey skies.  Yet God's 
beautiful handiwork still abounds in November.  November 
speaks of home and hearth, of crackling fires ablaze, and warm 
sweaters, of cold beautiful evenings with star-sprinkled skies. 

This is a poem I wrote back in 1986 to celebrate the 
wonder of November.  I enjoy November.  Sometimes its steely 
greyness seems steady and dependable after the whirlwind of 
color that is October. 

______________ 
 

Please note a change for this year’s 
Christmas Eve Services: 

 

4:00 & 7:00 PM  — both family friendly 
 

11:00 PM — Choral Prelude at 10:30 PM 
with candlelight and traditional liturgy 

A note from Joyce & Charles Skala... 
we built their ramp this summer during  
Baltimore County Christian Workcamp: 
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Pastor’s Letter 
 

I was impressed with Buck Showalter, the 
manager of the Orioles,  for a lot of reasons this 
year. The Orioles had a fantastic season — a far 
better one than just about anyone thought was 
possible even in their fondest dreams.  And 
Buck was one of the reasons, if not the biggest 
reason, for their success.  

Yet on the night they won the American 
League East, and the whole team celebrated on 
into the night, Buck was not in the mix.  He was 
ensconced in the dugout, long after the game 
was over, apart from the players, letting them be the focus.   When 
asked why he was not celebrating with the team, he said that it was the 
players night, they were the victors,  and they should enjoy every bit of 
their success.  Buck’s humility shone through that night.  

Buck could have easily basked in the limelight, at least for a while, 
yet he chose to step away.  How many people would have reacted 
similarly?  My guess is, very few.  It takes character to give someone 
else credit when you have had a big hand in what transpired.  Someone 
once told me that it is amazing what can be accomplished when it 
doesn’t matter who gets the credit.  The Orioles are a great example.  

Character is at the crux of many of our choices.  Character has to do 
with who we are when we do what we do.  Having character means 
choosing to live more from Christian values and less from compulsive 
reactions.  A selfless attitude in which you don’t overvalue or 
undervalue your own role prevents the inevitable disappointment over 
not getting what you think you deserve.  Each of us is whole and 
enough in God’s eyes.  No one needs to be any more or less than they 
are.   

When someone does well, they deserve to be acknowledged.  Yet 
upon reflection, we can see that most every accomplishment does not 
belong to an individual alone.  How about doing well because it is in 
one to do well?  To see that even when we are at our best, we are 
never alone in what we accomplish.  The same holds true when we are 
not at our best.  The good news is that in the midst of accomplishments 
and failures, God is with us.  We are never alone.  We are never 
without God in success or failure.  God is always within us and working 
through us to bring about more than we can see at the moment.  

Towson UMC is  many parts working together with God for the sake 
of the whole.  It  is one of the reasons I enjoy being part of our church. 
Our church does a lot of good in a lot of ways for a lot of people.  Thank 
you for doing your part.  Together, with God, we are continuing to be 
the church God is calling us to be.  

In Christ, 

 Rod 

Rod MillerRod Miller  

AFTER ACTION REPORT 
Operation Wounded Warriors 

I made a trip to Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center this morning 
and delivered 5 large bags of supply 
items and gift  cards for Soldier 
patients.  Thanks to the Congregation 
for their contributions and to Carole 
Dean for coordinating the effort.  Our 
point of contact for the American Red 
Cross, Kathleen Kelly, is always 
appreciative for our effort and says 
that TUMC regularly delivers an 
outstanding collection of supplies … 
Best to each of you, Vernon Sevier 
 
 
Dear Reverend Doctor Miller, 

On behalf of the Baltimore 
County Fire Service, I extend this note 
of thanks for your support and 
participation in our Annual Memorial 
Church Service, which was held on 
Sunday, September 28 [in the 
sanctuary of Towson United 
Methodist Church]. 

This year’s service allowed us to 
acknowledge and pay tribute to 42 
families that experienced the loss of a 
loved one in the past year.  Many of 
these individuals had dedicated a 
lifetime to their community and the 
fire service. 

“We shall never forget” 
Sincerely, 
Elwood Banister, Chairman 
Retired Fire Chief    
Baltimore County Fire Department 
Program Chairman   

 
 
 

Thank You! 
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There are two upcoming MUSICAL CONCERTS involving our choirs  
to help you bring in the Advent/Christmas season. 

 

On December 2, at 7:30p, our Chancel Choir will sing in the HOLIDAY 
BRASS CONCERT at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen, Charles Street, 
Baltimore.  This lovely concert showcases brass, bagpipes, and a sing-a-
long.  Don't miss it!  Ginny Foster is again handling the group-rate ticket 
sales ($20 per ticket) for Towson UM Church.  You may reach Ginny at 410-
296-4780 or virginiafoster@comcast.net.  Checks are payable to IWBC.  Please contact her soon. 

 
On December 6, during our ADVENT CELEBRATION, there will be a concert here in conjunction with the dedication 
of the greens at 4:30p.  Several of our choirs will participate and there will be a sing-along.  See more about the 
Advent Celebration on p. 6, for activities beginning at 3:00p. 
 

So mark your calendars now for these events – they will be here before you know it! 

Music Notes 

Rev. Doug Hollida 
Minister of Music 

DUE DATE FOR ARTICLES IN THE NEXT HIGH SPIRE 
DECEMBER 2014 issue is due Tuesday, November 11, 2014 

All articles need to be on time and either in the marked folder outside Room 315  
— OR — you may e-mail to Cathy Anderson at communications@towsonumc.org.  Thank you! 

Hello! 

Several people I know are starting something in a new place; a couple are starting 
something new, too.  That can be daunting.  Even if what we are doing is similar to what we 
have done before, it will not be the same because everyone does things a bit differently.  
Starting something new in a new place is especially hard.  There is a lot to learn.  What 
seems obvious to others who have been there a while may be a mystery to us.  Learning how 
to find our way, both literally and figuratively, takes time.  It also takes being gentle with 
ourselves, allowing ourselves to take those risks and make some mistakes.  Sometimes, we 
equate what we do with who we are; then, when we aren’t doing what we think we should 
do, we feel as though we are less worthy as a person.  How do we accept that we are not 
what we do? 

We find our value in the Lord.  God has created us and loves us dearly.  When we make 
mistakes, when we stumble as we try new things, when we fail sometimes, God loves us as much as when we are 
doing beautifully.  God’s love is steadfast. 

“If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of 
the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 
me fast.”   Psalm 139: 9-10 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.”  Psalm 136: 1 

During this month of giving thanks, let’s give thanks for being the person God created and rest in God’s love for 
you.  As you do, let’s strive to follow God’s leading in our lives.  Let’s take some risks and make some mistakes!  We 
can stretch beyond the familiar because our value is not in human judgment, but in God’s judgment. 

May God bless you mightily with love and with challenges,   Margery 

Margery SchammelMargery Schammel  

Deacon’s Letter  

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2015 
Save the date… April 24 – 26, 2015 

Registration for our 2015 retreat  
will begin in November.   

Watch the bulletin and on the website  
www.towsonumc.org for details. 

mailto:virginiafoster@comcast.net
http://www.towsonumc.org
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In worship on October 19, you were given a sheep with a 
name of a child to pray for this year.  At this child’s baptism, a 
covenant was made to pray for and nurture this child in their 
faith development.  What a responsibility we have been given as 
Christians!  

Please keep this child’s name in a special spot as a visual 
reminder and add this child and all children to your prayers each 
day.  

 

Join us for the FIRST K.I.D.Z. 
Saturday Night Sensation 

November 8 — 5:30 to 8:00 PM 
Children in grades 1-5  

will gather in Fellowship Hall for 
pizza, crafts, and games.   

Bring your friends!                                                              
For questions and to sign up email  

Leslie Wagner at L2wagner@verizon.net or                        
call 410-377-9772. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ON OUR WAY TO BETHLEHEM 
When: December 16 
Ages:  Age 4 - 11 
Time:  5:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

There will be games, crafts, and a time of 
fellowship.  Friends are WELCOME, but all 
children need to register.  

A light supper will be served.  A free-will 
donation will be taken to offset the cost.  
Email Jeannine Neuen at 
jneuen@towsonumc.org or call  
410-823-3698 to register.   

 

Advent  

Protestant Prayer Beads Workshop  
Join us  

Sunday, November 16 at 12:30 PM   
We will have a 
light lunch, and 
talk about the 
making and using 
of protestant 
prayer beads. 
Workshop cost is 
$10.00.  Come 
make prayer 
beads for yourself 
or to give in a 
friend in 
preparation for 
Advent.  Please let either Margery or 
Jeannine know that you will be attending. 

Margery Schammel, 
mschammel@towsonumc.org  

—or— 
Jeannine Neuen, jneuen@towsonumc.org  

Adult Christian Education & Prayer 
LIVING AND LEARNING GROUPS 

K.I.D.Z. Saturday 

Night Sensation 

ADVENT CELEBRATION  

DECEMBER 6 

Join the fellowship on Saturday,  

December 6, as we prepare the church for 

Advent and Christmas. 
  

This is a day  

for the entire church family. 
   

At 3:00 PM families with children are invited 

to participate in Advent activities, while 

other youth and adults decorate the church 

for the season.  NO experience necessary. 

At 4:30 our choirs will be in concert and lead 

us in a sing-a-long. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

mailto:L2wagner@verizon.net
mailto:jneuen@towsonumc.org
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NOVEMBER COMMUNION / MISSION OFFERING 

Araminta Freedom Initiative 
www.AramintaFreedom.org 

Mission Offering checks in November need to be made 
payable to “Towson United Methodist Church” and on 
the memo line indicate “Araminta.”  Bring to church and 
place in the offering plate or give to the volunteer 
manning the Heifer table in the lobby, or you may mail it 
to our church’s Business Office. 

___________________________________________ 
 

OUR EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
Our EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY is open ONCE a month 

assisting the Baltimore County community. 
We are open from 9:00 - 10:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. 

We will be open NOVEMBER 15 (before Thanksgiving) 
Here is the list of packaged & canned food needed.  Bring 
your Food Pantry contributions to the church lobby and 
place in one of the marked Sharing Bins.   
 

*Cereal (Raisin Bran, Cheerios, Corn Flakes) 
*Chunky Soups  
*Canned Chili  *Canned Tuna  
*Baked Beans *Canned Beef Stew 
*Peanut Butter *4-pk Pudding 
*Spaghetti Noodles   
*Canned Spaghetti Sauce  
       (no glass, please) 

__________________________________________ 
 

TOY  DRIVE  
The Outreach Committee’s annual 

toy drive will be held on December 7 
and December 14. On those two 
Sundays, toys will be collected in the 
foyer for the children of the Homestead 
United Methodist Church on Gorsuch 
Avenue in Baltimore city.  These toys should be NEW 
and wrapped in Christmas paper.  On the outside of the 
wrapping, please indicate whether the toy is for a boy or 
girl and the approximate age of the intended recipient.  

The Outreach group at Homestead Church has a 
Christmas party for their community every year, at which 
time the toys are distributed.  If there are extra gifts, the 
committee takes them to homeless shelters so that those 
children will have a toy on Christmas morning, too. 

Our church members have been very generous in 
their support of the Toy Drive in the past.  Many of our 
children have brought a gift for a less fortunate boy or girl. 
If you want to bring an unwrapped toy, I will be glad to 
wrap it for you.  Please contribute a toy to this most 
appreciative church community before December 16. 

 

Thank you,    Pat Totzauer    410 938-8699 
 

PAC is Back 
PAC is a program that was started here at Towson 

United Methodist Church to help feed the underprivileged 
children in our community.  Bags are packed with food 
and sent home on the weekend with students in nearby 
schools.  It has grown to the point that it is now under the 
umbrella of ACTC (Assistance Center of Towson 
Churches, 120 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Towson) but we 
continue to provide food for several students each month. 

Place your food donations in the marked Sharing Bin 
in the TUMC lobby.  If you need more information about 
this ministry, please contact Annie Biser at 410-583-7581. 

This list is very specific – we are working with a 
Nutritionist to make sure the children are receiving healthy 
foods from us for the weekends. 
        Nature Valley Granola Bars (12)          
        Cereal, Cheerios or Life, single serve      
        Plain Milk, shelf-stable, Tru Moo (6)         
        Choc Milk, shelf-stable, Tru Moo (6) 
        Tuna, flip top cans (2)                                
        Tuna with crackers     
        Mac & Cheese, prepared                          
        Diced Pears (4)                                
        Diced Peaches (4)                                    
        Baked Beans, flip top can                          
        Pasta with sauce                                         
        Lasagna or Ravioli                                      
        Chicken Breast, flip top can                        
        Peaches, flip top can                                   
        Small boxes of Craisins (6) 
        Apple Sauce (6)                                        
        Sandwich crackers with cheese (6) 
        Hummus Dip (5)                                         
        Bars, fruit & grain (8)                                   
        Raisins, golden (6)                                     
        Small boxes of Raisins (6)  
        Pretzel Bags (35)                                        
        Pop Chips                                                    
        Graham Crackers, individual packs (6)           
        Goldfish (individual packs)  

__________________________________________ 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—SHOEBOX GIFTS 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children 
in desperate situations around the world through simple, 
gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s love 
through Jesus Christ. 

We are  
COLLECTING YOUR FILLED 

Christmas Shoeboxes  
Sundays, November 2 & 9 

You may give to a boy or girl, ages 2-4,  
5-9, 10-14 years old.  Items you can put in 

a shoebox are small school supplies, toys, hygiene items, 
hard candy, T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, 
hairclips, or toy jewelry.  NO used or damaged items, 
please.  Don’t forget to add your $7 shipping donation in 
the envelope provided. 
    For more information, go to www.samaritanspurse.org.  

Missions & Outreach 

http://www.AramintaFreedom.org


November 2014 ... page 7 

2014 ACTC THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
Thanksgiving Baskets will be given to those who come to our 

Emergency Food Pantry, those who visit our Assistance Center of 
Towson Churches (ACTC), and a couple thousand other deserving 

families of Baltimore County.  Many businesses and churches 
(including us) participate in this massive project.  

 

Please include ONLY the following items in each basket: 

(All additional items should be in separate bags and placed in one of the Sharing Bins in the lobby) 
 

1 can sweet potatoes/yams (23-29oz can) 

2 cans meat/main dish (example: beef stew or chili-15-24oz cans) 

1 large can fruit (20-30oz can) 

4 cans vegetables  

   (example: green beans, peas or corn-15oz cans) 

1 cranberry sauce 

2 pkg. macaroni & cheese 

1 box instant mashed potatoes 

1 cake or brownie mix 

1 bag or box of stuffing mix 

1 lb. bag or box of rice 
 

*PLEASE DO NOT PUT MONEY OR GIFT CARDS IN BAGS.  If you would prefer to give a check, make it payable to 

“ACTC” and bring to Towson United Methodist Church.  We will make sure ACTC receives the money.  All donations will be 
used to purchase a basket of food or supermarket gift cards. 
 

TIPS FOR PACKING: 

Pack large cans on bottom & lighter items on top. 

If possible use a Reusable Grocery Bag  /OR a double brown grocery bag inserted in double plastic bag. 

Mark bags as COMPLETE or INCOMPLETE (list what is missing). 

 

Option for Thanksgiving Baskets 
This year we have 4 grocery stores participating in the ACTC Thanksgiving Basket Drive.  Hopefully this will make it 
easier for more people to participate.  All bags will be packed in advance at each of the stores listed and can be picked 
up at the Customer Service counter for (see below).  This also includes a re-usable bag.  If you are picking up multiple 
bags, please call in advance. 
 

Mars Supermarket (York and Ridgely) Giant Supermarket (Across from the fairgrounds) 
1811 York Rd., Timonium, MD  21093 2145 York Rd., Timonium, MD   
410-252-3311 410 308-3868  
Annette Gaydos- Manager Kimberly Carr – Manager 
 $24.00 (all brand names)  $23.00 
 

Giant Supermarket (across from Anneslie Shopping Center) ShopRite 
6340 York Rd., Towson, MD 37 Aylesbury Rd., Timonium, MD  21093 
410-377-2673  410-308-8700 
Mary – Contact Steve Starzynski—Manager   

 $23.00  $23.00 
 

Prepared Bags will be available starting November 1, 2014 at the supermarkets. 
 

Once you purchase your basket or baskets bring it (them) to church.  There will be someone to help you at the door. 

COLLECTION DATES here at TUMC:   
Sundays … November 2 … November 9 … November 16 … (before each worship service) 
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Here is some helpful information from your 
Business Office!  Do you know there are 
several different ways to send us your 
contributions?  Here is the list of the 
different ways to send in your contributions: 
 

Cash or Check placed in the offering plate 
during worship. 

 
Drop off Donation in door slot of the main 

office attention Business Office. 
 
Mail check donations by the US Postal  

service to Towson UMC attention 
Business Office 

 
Online Banking you set up online checking 

with your bank.  You control the 
frequency and amount sent.  The bank 
sends a check to Towson UMC.  Set up 
Towson UMC as a “vendor” and include 
your envelope number if you have one 
and name as “account number.” 

 
Stock Transfer Stocks and mutual funds 

transferred to Towson UMC broker.  
Details may be obtained from the 
business office. 

 
Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT’s) You 

supply checking account information to 
the Towson UMC Business Office.  They 
will debit your checking account 
monthly between the 20th and the end 
of the month.  The church incurs a fee 
for this transaction. 

 
All contributions must be submitted to the 
Business Office by December 31st to receive 
credit on your contribution statement.  As 
always feel free to contact Kim Ayres in the 
Business Office with any questions or 
concerns. 
 
We thank you for your generous acceptance 
of stewardship and pray you may find the 
level of giving that is right for you as you 
progress in your journey of faith and 
commitment.  Your pledges and contribu-
tions are a critical part of how we can make 
a difference in our church, our community, 
and our world. 

Financial Notes More News 
Under the Spire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
Church Day Luncheon 

Tuesday, December 16, 2014 — 10:30am  —  Fellowship Hall 
We are pleased to have the children from the Hampton Lane Child 

Development Center with us on this day.  The Ducks, Turtles, and 
Frogs (the children’s age level class names) will entertain us in various 
ways using the Christmas Season theme.  Come see them strut their 
stuff!  It should be exciting for everyone when Santa arrives! 

Those planning to stay for lunch must make a reservation by 
sending $8.00 (check made payable to TUM Women) to: 

Dee Matson 
8810 Walther Blvd., #3601, Parkville, MD  21234 

Please come and join the holiday spirit!  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 
GUEST SPEAKER 

 

FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS a group of 20 
or so members of the congregation have been 
meeting as “Reconciling (and Accepting) 
Methodists.” 
 

OUR GOAL IS SIMPLE:  For Towson Church 
to join the growing network of reconciling 
congregations across the country who support 
the full inclusion of LGBT persons in the life 
and ministry of the Methodist Church. 
 
NATURALLY, THERE ARE QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS about 
taking this step: 

 What is the Scriptural basis to support it? 

 What would the effect of becoming a reconciling church  

be on our congregation?  Would we lose members?   

Would we gain members? 

 We understand these are serious questions. 

 
ON NOVEMBER 11, 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary THERE WILL BE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE ALL OF THESE ISSUES —  
Rev. Dr. Philip Wogaman will be here to discuss them with us. 
 

 Dr. Wogaman served as dean at Wesley Seminary where he was 

also Professor of Christian Ethics for over 25 years.   

 He also served as Senior Pastor at Foundry UMC during the time 

that they were going through the process of becoming a 

reconciling congregation. 

 So, he is uniquely positioned to speak to - and discuss with us - all 

of our questions and concerns. 
 

Dr. Wogaman hopes to encourage a dialogue on all of these issues, 
so please come with your questions.  Come with your doubts.  He was 
once on the other side of this issue, so brings an understanding of the 
concerns some of us may have.  
 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT ISSUE IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
and all are encouraged to attend. 
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PATHWAYS 

We had a great time jumping at Sky Zone with 
17 youth and 2 adults!  Join us for our next fun 
event!  We will be bowling on November 8th.  
Watch Facebook and emails for details and talk 
to our youth leaders. 
 

2015 ROCK Event:  
Time to reserve your place in the group 

going to ROCK!!  ROCK is February 6-8, 2015 in 
Ocean City, MD.  ROCK is an amazing event of 
over 6000 youth, inspiring speakers, and 
incredible music, featuring Reggie Dabbs,  
BJ Putnam, and Jimmy Needham. 

www.bwcumc.org/rock/ 
 

Videos from a collection of ROCK memories: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=0b5Wj8oeADU 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=w8uV30OOHIA 

 

We carpool to the event and will need 
drivers and chaperones.  We will be staying at 
the Quality Inn Oceanfront.  The cost will be a 
minimum of $85.00, which covers the hotel and 
the ROCK event.  Depending on our decisions 
regarding food, the cost may increase slightly.  
There will be additional costs for meals and 
incidentals not covered in the above price.  
Please let Joe Corson or Margery Schammel 
know if you are interested by November 1st.  A 
deposit of $45.00 is required by November 23rd- 
a FIRM deadline. 
 
Calendar: 
Nov. 1st— let us know if you are going to ROCK 
Nov. 8th— Bowling at AMF Towson 
Nov. 9th— Mission Sunday, you speak! 
Nov. 23rd— ROCK deposit deadline 
Nov. 27th— Happy Thanksgiving! 
Nov. 30th— NO YOUTH GROUP 
 

Every Sunday  
10:00am Sunday School 
 Middle School in room 216 
 High School in room 317 
 Confirmation for 8th grade  

         in Fellowship Hall 
6:00-8:00pm  UMYF for grades 6 - 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PATHWAYS got off to a very good start, with our first session 
of the school year on October 6th.  We have an enrollment of 27 
eager students being served by 20 tutors so far this year.  And 
while many of  our PATHWAYS tutors are members of TUMC, a 
number of them are from outside of our church family.  These 
folks have found that PATHWAYS gives them an opportunity to 
be of service to others. 

 
Harvey Ramsdell found PATHWAYS about six years ago, when 

he was a math teacher at Cockeysville Middle School.  He signed 
up as a tutor and says, “It was a joy to work with one particular 
student for several years.  Tutoring has a blessing for me.”  
Harvey has continued to tutor and also serves on the PATHWAYS  
Board and has been a chaperon on several PATHWAYS field trips. 

 
Martha Welsh noticed a flyer on a church bulletin board 

asking for tutors for the PATHWAYS program.  She quickly signed 
on as a tutor.  “I have really enjoyed my students and am happy 
to be giving back to the community,” she says.  She has been with 
PATHWAYS for three years, and is now a member of the Board 
and helps with PATHWAYS fundraising activities. 

 
Gail Parker saw a notice for PATHWAYS tutors in the “Grace 

Classifieds” at Grace Fellowship Church two years ago.  “I was 
pleased to be working with a program that reaches out to kids 
who can't afford private tutoring.  I like to enhance the children's  
learning experiences and build relationships with them,” she 
says.  Gail has also been a chaperon for a PATHWAYS field trip. 
 

It is a special blessing for TUMC that PATHWAYS not only 
reaches out to improve and enrich the educational opportunities 
and the lives of our students, but also enriches the lives of 
volunteers from the broader community, providing them with an 
opportunity to share their talents and enjoy the blessings of 
service. 
 

* As the United Way campaigns get off the ground in the 
coming months, please remember that you can donate to 

PATHWAYS by using the code #28130. Thank You ! 

 
UPCOMING PATHWAYS FUNDRAISER 

Mark your calendars!  You are all invited to attend —  
On Saturday, December 20th  bring your children and 

grandchildren to decorate their own Gingerbread Houses with 
our own Maria Springer, queen of all things sweet and yummy! 

Details to follow. 
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We are replacing the Bibles in our Sanctuary’s Pew Racks! 
The Bible we are currently using is a translation that was published in 1972. 

 

It’s time to update! — Our pastors have chosen a  
fresh translation to touch your heart and mind. 

It’s the CEB or Common English Bible that was copyright in 2011. 
 

Please consider giving a NEW Pew Bible IN HONOR or IN LOVING MEMORY of a friend or family member  
this holiday season.  A label will be placed inside your donated Bible with the wording of your choice. 

If you would like to have a card to give your loved one to let them know you gave a Bible in their honor, 
please let us know with your order. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

SEND THIS SLIP WITH YOUR DONATION TO:  TOWSON UM CHURCH/NEW PEW BIBLES, 501 HAMPTON LANE, TOWSON, MD  21286 

YOUR NAME _________________________________________________________________________________ 

(circle) In honor / in loving memory of  _____________________________________________________________ 

(circle) In honor / in loving memory of  _____________________________________________________________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ _________________  @ $10 each  (use additional paper for more orders) 

$
1
0
.
0
0
 
e

a
c
h

 

TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, Maryland 21286 . 410-823-6511 . 410-823-8916 Fax 
 

Office hours are Monday through Friday 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
 

www.towsonumc.org  /  towsonprays.blogspot.com 
 

M I N I S T R Y    T E A M 

Rev. Dr. Marcus Matthews, Resident Bishop 

Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Superintendent, Baltimore Metropolitan District 

Earl Smith & Carole Dean, TUMC’s Church Lay Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Roderick J. Miller, Lead Pastor 
rmiller@towsonumc.org; 410-823-3640 (church); 410-465-2335 (home) 

Rev. Margery Schammel, Assistant Pastor 
mschammel@towsonumc.org; 410-823-2485 

Rev. Doug Hollida, Minister of Music  
MusicDirector@towsonumc.org; 410-823-6519 

Jeannine Neuen, Director of Christian Education 
jneuen@towsonumc.org; 410-823-3698 

Cathy Anderson, Communications/Staff Liaison to Missions 
communications@towsonumc.org; 410-823-3689 

Kim Ayres, Business Manager 
kayres@towsonumc.org; 410-823-3693 

Janet Jones, Office Manager 
towsonumc@towsonumc.org; 410-823-6511 

Loren Todd, Building Superintendent 
Bob Ashby, Assistant 

ltodd@towsonumc.org; 410-823-2153 

 

HAMPTON LANE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
410–825–0008    cdcdirector@towsonumc.org 
A Ministry of Towson United Methodist Church 

Child Care with an approved preschool 
www.hamptonlanecdc.org 

The MISSION of Towson United Methodist Church is to PLANT SEEDS of Christian faith 

by equipping, training, supporting, & freeing people to LIVE their faith in the world. 



HAMPTON LANE 
CHILD  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER 

 
Look who came to the Lane! 

The staff at Hampton Lane welcomed the Providence Volunteer 

Fire Department to our center.  We had an annual fire drill 

inspection, in which all of the children and 

staff completed very well.  After our fire drill 

the children were given a presentation by 

Fireman Chuck and Fire woman Cheyene.  

They talked to the children about fire safety 

and took the time to show us all of the 

protective gear that they need to wear to fight 

fires.  We even got to look and visit their Fire 

engine, it was a huge hit with our children.    

 

October Fall Fun Fest 
It is a Hampton Lane tradition to celebrate an October Fun Fest during the school day for 

our students on October 31st. We usually have fun games and activities for the children, 

as well as a costume parade.  We are looking for fall donations including hay bales, 

pumpkins, decorations, and plastic spiders for our days celebrations. The children will 

have a costume parade in the afternoon to end the day's events. 

             

Future Calendar Events 
We are looking forward to... 

 Picture Day 

 Thanksgiving celebrations 

 Parent Teacher conferences 

 A trip to the BSO to see "The Nutcracker" 

 Our Christmas Concert  

 A Christmas concert for the TUMC Women's group 

 

TO FORMER MEMBERS OF Northwood/Appold United Methodist Church:  The rebuilding committee is trying to 
replace the history of the church.  Most of the church archives were damaged in the fire last December.  If you have any 
church history, pictures of activities or copies of programs held at the church, the committee would love to begin to 
reassemble its history.  Please contact Christina Rushing at Grace United Methodist Church, 410-433-6650, if you can 
help with this project.  For more information, contact Bernice Peacher at 410-252-3534. 
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