OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thank you TUMC congregation for
filling and contributing 235 Shoeboxes
and for the extra donations that help in
shipping these gifts. Knowing this may
be the only Christmas Gift each child
will receive, must touch our religious
4 hearts to know that each shoebox
represents an opportunity to tell
boys and girls about the
Greatest Gift fi Jesus Christ .
Each Gift brings joy, hope, and smiles
to a child whose life has been haunted
by poverty, disaster, diseases, or war.
Pictured héviarshall ABport
12/10/14, loading 60,000 Christmas
Shoeboxes onto a Kalitta Air 747 cargo
plane (which included our 235)
headed to children from
Irag and Syria (Yazids) who have
escaped brutal attacks and now live in
Dahuk, Erbil, & Mt. Sinjar.
Thank you,
John & Nancy Ross

L

LORD, what do You want to do through me to accomplish Your will in our churc
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December 24
Christmas EveServices

4:00 A Celebration of the Birth of Christ, a family
aSNBAOSE AyOtdZRSa GKS

Children will be invited to sit around the

GO0 YLIFANEBE (2 KSIN (K

Music by the Carol Choir & Genesis Bells

Earth Rejoices!

Music by the

Alleluia Singers & Celebration Ringers
Earth Rejoices!

Cantata by the Chancel Choir
Candlelight Service at 11:00



PastordJds Letter

Sunday Morning Discernment

We are in the midst of discerning the way ahead for our Worship, Christian Educatio
and Fellowship on Sunday mornings. | would like to take this space to offer some
perspectives and thoughts for our discernment process.

While we sometimes characterize the 9:00 AM Impact Service as contemporary and
11:00 AM worship service as traditional, these words can be misleading. While the earl
aSNDAOS Oly 06S RSEAONROSR |a aY2NB NBf I E
YS6SNI YdzaA O0z¢ | yR U th&aiSmushKakifgiplace in b warship2 |
services now which have made them more focused on connecting with people today.

In the past few years, we have begun using the projector and screen in worship at both worship services for

words to songs and hymns and pictures related to the service, short video presentations, and other worship r¢
visuals.Recent improvements to the sound system benefit both worship services including the addition of new
microphones, a new digital sound board, and an upgraded heassigt systemWe have intentionally included
more lay participation in both worship services through faith sharing and witnesksagpersons have also been
offering community prayers and we have had some experience with drama especially at the 9:00 AM worship
service. The way worship is offered today has been evolving and we c&

anticipate that worship will continue to evolve.

By discussing our Sunday Mornsahedule and the potential for an
adjustment, we have the opportunity to express what makes worship
meaningful for us individually and collectively and to discuss and pray
about what might be right for us now and in the future.

Christian Education has also evolved at TUK2@Gildren experience
GYAR& Ly (GKS 5 A HO0AMhOSr follovgtl B\ SuritiayNJ]
School.Our Confirmation and youth classes meet after the early worsh
January Calendarof Events | 8 SNWAOS & R2S& &/ KNA &l A Twb newadaly
classes were added this year to our slate of ongoing classes which leal
to the questiont What classes or groups might we want to offer if our
Sunday morningchedule is to shift

Dec. 28 Sunday after Christmas Day
Lessons and Carols

One service at 10:00a
Time for fellowship on Sunday morning has also been important at

TUMC.Our coffee fellowship now takes place in the parlor at 10:00 AM
between the worship service®roviding an opportunity to meet and

Jan. 4 Servicesat9 & 11, see p. 8
Christian Ed. at 10:00a

Jan. 6 Choirs begin returning for greet friends, guests, and new attendees is another important aspect df
rehearsals, see p. 7 what happens on Sunday morningé/e will want our Sunday morning

Jan. 11 Services at 9 & 11, see p. 8 | schedule to be sure to include time for fellowship and connecting.
Christian Ed. at 10:00a Included in this January issue of tHegh Spirés a Sunday morning

Jan.152 2 YSy Qa wS i NB| stheduis surveysrg pggreByF encourage you to fill it out online or in
deadline, p. 9 the paper form provided and return it to the church office by January 14.

The Sunday Morning Planning Team wants to hear from Sunday,
Jan. 18 Services at9 & 11, see p. 8 Y g d A Y
Christian Ed. at 10:00a to hear and give feedback to a proposed way forwartie discussion will
Jan. 25 Services at9 & 11, see p. 8 | take place in the sanctuary at 10:00 and at noon.
10:00a or 12noort stay to
hear the results of survey

Jan. 25 Guest Speaker, 2:00p
Dr. Philip Wogaman, p. 10

Thank you for your support and prayers as we discern together wha
God would have us do.

In Christ,

Pastor Rod
Jan. 31 Emergency Food Pantry, p. i1 astor=o
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January 25 after each worship service (9:00 & 11:00), there will be a tifne
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Adjusting our Sunday Morning Schedule
at Towson United Methodist Church

SURVEY

Dear Congregation,

On Saturday, November 15, 2014, over 30 individuals attended an open planning meeting of the Church
Council, which included a discussion on adjusting the Sunday morning schedule. Everyone at the meeting
had an opportunity to submit positive and negative thoughts on making any changes. Following the meeting,
a smaller group called the Sunday Morning Planning Team was formed. The Team began gathering your
thoughts and has created this survey. We want everyone to take the survey in order that we can best
determine what changes should or should not be made. Please take the time to fill it out ONLINE or in
PAPER form. We want to hear from everyone (older children, youth, and adults).

To take this survey ONLI NBvww.tmmwsontunac.org and scolhtatheddtténsof we b |
the page where youdll see an icon | abeled ASURVEY. 0

Please encourage everyone in your household to participate and send in their own survey. Your
feedback is important to our church. When taking online, finish the survey and restart for each participant.

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts.

The Sunday Morning Planning Team:
Alicia Corson, John Dahne, Carole Dean, Margot Gerding, Erin Giudice, Rod Miller,
Susan Naeny, Margery Schammel, Carolyn Schnur, Trish Turlington, and Helen Wagner

Sunday Morning Worship

1. Which Sunday morning worship service do you currently attend? (choose one)

9:00 regularly

9:00 occasionally

11:00 regularly

11:00 occasionally

Both 9:00 & 11:00

| have not been attending

Sunday Morning Christian Education

OO0OO0O0O0O0

2. Do you attend Sunday Morning Christian Education classes? Which group of classes do you /
your family attend? (choose as many as apply)

A Cribbery (nursery) / Preschool
A School age classes

A Adult classes

A | do not attend

What would make your Sunday morning experience more meaningful?

3. What makes or would make your Sunday morning Worship Experience _more meaningful?
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What would make your Sunday morning experience more meaningful? continued

4. What makes or would make your Sunday morning Christian Education Experience __ more
meaningful?

5. What makes or would make your Sunday morning Fellowship Experience _more meaningful?

Music & Worship

6. How do you see Music as part of your worship experience? What type of music do you prefer?

Adjusting the Sunday Morning Schedule

7. Thought from the planning meeting, from emails and the suggestion box, from Sunday morning
classes, and from those who have been interviewed have been reviewed by the Sunday Morning
Planning Team.

What if the Sunday morning schedule
was adjusted to look like this at Towson United Methodist Church?

8:15 Chapel Service
8:45 - 10:15 Coffee & Fellowship

9:00 - 10:00 Christian Connections for adults &
Sunday school for children and youth

10:15 Worship Service
Children and Worship (ages 4 -6)
10:45 K.I.D.Z. Kids in the Disciple Zone

(ages 7-11 after excused from the worship service)
(8:50 - 11:30 Childcare in the cribbery for infants to 3s)

Please give us your response:
I strongly donét support I dondt suppor tstrongly support

O O O O O

Please share your thoughts:
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Prayerfully Consider

8. What do you believe God is calling us to do with our Sunday morning schedule?

Anything Else?

9. Is there any other valuable information you would like to share about our current and proposed
Sunday morning schedule?

Thank you for participating in this survey.

This survey is being made available to the congregation of Towson United Methodist Church beginning
December 15, 2014 by email and to those who prefer mail on December 18, 2014 through our January
newsletter High Spire. You can also pick up a paper copy in the church lobby at the Information table.

The last day the survey will be open for responses is January 14, 2015.

The congregation will hear the results of this survey following both the 9:00 & 11:00 Worship Service,
January 25, 2015.

You may mail your responses to this survey to:
The Sunday Morning Planning Team
Towson United Methodist Church
501 Hampton Lane, Towson, MD 21286

Thank you, again, for participating in this important survey.

T h an k YO u ! Dear Church Friends, Toy Drive

Thank you for all the cards and Thanks to the many children and

messages | received during my adults who contributed toys for

Dear Friends in Christ: surgery and recuperation. Your Homestead United Methodist

Thank you for your generous prayers were so uplifting and an Church. The 135 toys graced our
donation of 70 completed School enormous source of encourage- altar in December and then were
Kits . It is wonderful that you have ment to me, and to Mary, too! delivered to the city church for their
someone who is able to make the Blessing to all. 8 Joe Chatterton community parties. The ladies of
bags! What a gift! Homestead wanted me to tell our

As we connect fAlGodods congregation how much they
resources with h ulrvaurbrouglet s Ad00 dhanksgiving appreciate our toys each
are truly blessed to be a part of this | Baskets! 52 were given to families | year. 0 Pat Totzauer
vital mission ministry. who come to our Emergency Food

Again, thank you. Pantry, 16 were given to the

Janet Denbow, families on our Angel Tree this

Executive Committee Member, Christmas, and 32 were taken to

Mission Central Hub the Assistance Center of Towson

@ Bentley Springs Churches (ACTC) and distributed to

Parkton, MD 21120 families before the Thanksgiving.
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|l tds a new ye

We have lots of fun and fellowship
planned for 2015 //

The fun activity for January is
Earth Treks/ Ice Skating.
Please contact a youth leader for details and a
permission form.

January youth group meetings will be
Sunday evenings, 6-8 PM
with supper included.
We will meet this month with the Epworth
UMC youth group to learn about the mission
trip to the Bahamas - exact Sunday TBD in
consultation with Epwo

Sunday morning classes (10-10:45 AM) include:
Middle School - Room 216
Confirmation - Fellowship Hall
High School - Room 317

Instead of making a resolution to improve
yourself this New Year, how about making a
resolution to do something to improve the
lives of those around you? How could you
improve the life of someone in your English or
Math class? How could you improve the lives
of one person in your home? How could you
improve the life of one person at church?
Write it down, make a realistic plan with
realistic deadlines for small steps toward

your goal.

Make the world a more loving
place in 2015 !!

GLORY TO THE SPOTLESS LAMB

I will worship Jesus my Savior,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
| will praise His great name forever,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
Glorify His holy name,
our God from age to age to age the same,
Till all creation praises His name, singing
Glory to the Lamb! Jesus, spotless Lamb.

This the song resounding through Heaven,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!

Cleansed, redeemed, renewed and forgiven,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!

Let my every poyer employ,

hos fo¥e9eﬁiﬁ rﬁ/y' Lord rejoice,
Repeat again His sounding joy, singing
Glory to the Lamb! Jesus, spotless Lamb.

Shout for joy, ye dazzled creation,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
Sparkling auroras, come dance your elation,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
Through the universe it plays,
God's symphony of time and space,
Sonshowered with His boundless grace, singing
Glory to the Lamb! Jesus, spotless Lamb.

When I'm arrayed with His bright streaming glory,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
Eternally | will praise and adore Him,
Glory to the spotless Lamb!
Jesus Christ has flooded my soul,
His precious blood has rendered me whole,
My endless joy His name to extol, singing
Glory to the Lamb! Jesus, spotless Lamb.

from LITTLE BLOND CHILD, © 2014, by Joyce Keed

These are the words to the Offertory anthem sung by the
choir on Nov. 23, 2014, at the 11 A.M. worship service.

| wrote this song (both words and music) for our Chancel
Choir here at Towson United Methodist Church. Both words
and music appear in my new bookl.ittle Blond Childwhich is
now available through me, should anyone be interested.
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Music Notes DeaconJds Liet

| hope everyone has hag | Hello,
and is having a wonderful My grandmother was born in
Thanksgiving, Christmas, January. | remember her telling me

YR bSg , SI NRJ ¢hatitwas a terrible time to have a
Iy R aLISI| 1 Ay]3 | Pighday,s&cgld and dark. | replied
,SENEE AdGQa |1 | ZhRBwag suig Reylarth made January 3
joinachoirlL ¥ A G Q4 | tmhe)?f;ﬁ%ekfzr“en for her family and
choir, just show upL ¥ A @ H that gertainly her presence through the

Tﬁx}s?;uc%aﬂgﬁca bell choir, I need to hear e SENB KER 0NRIKUSYEREEFESEUIEEIS 2 |
from you ahead of time so lives. The look she gave me meant that

| can arrange the music properlut please, she thought | was being a smart aleck, but I meant it. How [she

do let me know as soon as you can before hand felt about her birthday depended on how she viewed it: a

bell rehearsals begin again. celebration of her unique addition to the world or a dreary

| SNEO& GKS bSs . SNk BKBRIEAE ot
Our perspective can color how we approach most of what
happens in our lives. | have heard more than one person spy
that they welcome new things because that is a sign of life and
growth. I have also heard more than one person say that they

Sunday, January ¢ Chancel Choir (adult
singers) begins singing again at the
11:00 AM worship service

Tuesday, January §Carol Choir (grades®) like things to stay the way they are. Not all new things are
0S3IAY NBKSENBFta 0QdyigpoRE todeli IPpSAGRENI BNB It €t f KA
party this first night); 6:00 PM mix of the wonderful and the not so wonderful, often at the

Wednesday, January @ Chancel Choir same time. How do we approach our lives? Do we embrage
rehearsals resume 7:30 PM the wonderful parts and focus on the bright and good of the

day? Or, do we blind ourselves to the wonderful by focusin
on the difficult or dreary parts?

Q

Sunday, January 14.2 choirs resume
rehearsals:Celebration Ringers (music

readers for bells) at 4:00 PM and It can be hard to let go of the plans and hopes we have|to
Alleluia Singers (milligh and high school embrace what actually comes. It can also be hard to move
choir) at 5:00 PM away from what has been a valuable and meaningful part of

our lives to embrace the new that has become part of our
lives. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by how much has
OKIFYy3aSR Ay 2dzNJ f AgSa yR ¢
more. God has promised to be with us in all things and in g

Tuesday, January 13Genesis Bells
(beginning, nomusic reading bells)
resume rehearsalg 6:45 PM

Vo)
_H
'daty

Wednesday, January 1&Tower Chimes L I OS&a® D2RQAa LIXIya TFT2NJ dzg | N
(agvanceld be.lls) resume kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, andcsmifrol.
rehearsals; 6:30 PM D2RQAa TFdzidzNB Aa FdA f 2F K2[|ISo

Sunday, January 28 Joyful Noise (high school
to adult singers) sings at the 9:00 AM Impact
service.We practice before the service at

My grandmother was a surprise baby for her family.
Her next oldest sibling was twelve years older than she was.
LQY &adzaNB (KFG KSNJ LI NByida [K2d

8:30 AM. L .
_ _ part of their lives when she arrived one cold January day.
All rehearsals are in the Music Roamiop of Yet, from all the stories | have heard, she was dearly loved

the stairs from the main entrance. and cherished from the day she was born.

_ My contact info: [ SGoa Y20S F2NBENR (2 SYgNl O
EMail: MusicDirector@TowsonUMC.org day and for all of 2015 to come. May God grant us the grage

Office Phone:410-823-6519 to focus on the wonderful parts of our lives!

Margery

Blessings to you for a wonderful 2015!
Doug
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Christian Education

EDUCATION WORK AREA

We WELCOMIEhe Education Work Area members for 2015:
Carolyn Schnur Chair
At Large Members:
Jo Miller, Anne Sleeman, Mike & Erin Giudice, Susan Kill

hQ52yyStf =

Cribbery Ministry Group [ A d al

Preschool/Elementary Ministry Group
Leslie Wagner, Coordinator
Susan Mealey, Heather Skopak, Erin Giudice, Jennifer H
Noel Vandermer, and Carolyn Schnur

Youth Ministryg Margery Schammel
Christian ConnectionsKevin Gralley

In the Educational Ministry, we are blessed to have so many
wonderful persons working with our children, youth, & adults.
We look ahead to setting new goals, working toward expandi
existing programs, and generating new ideas. TWANK YOU
and we look forward to a great 2015.

ADVENT CELEBRATO®Necember 6tht  Thank You!

The third floor was a buzz with activity as the sanctuary was
0SAYy3a IFR2NYSR gAGK RSO2NJI (A
Preschool/Elementary Ministry group for coordinating the
OKAf RNByQa IOGAGAGASEAT T2NJ
contributed the decorations for the Gingerbread Nativities, to
David and Nancy Haile for taking pictures of the children dres
in nativity costumes, to Karen Morris for running the games, f
Carol Miller for helping the children decorate bags for the Boa
of Child Care, and to Roy Bopst for cutting out the wooden

/| KNAaGYlIa GNBSa GKIG o0SOlFYS
thanks also to all those that helped coordinate the decoration
and those that did the decorating and for the choirs for sharin
their Christmas music with us at the dedication service.

In P
% You are entering

K..D.Z the ZONE! »_

& | KAt RNBY ¢

’7‘; Coin Collection

Saving Change to Make Changénagine No Malaria
The coins in the jar will be counted by the end of December g
that the children can share their total coins collected as of
5508Y0SN) HAaMn ® [ Sobrgua for 8BS A Y
Save those pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters.

Thank you for your support!
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Scripture Readings in Worship
The Lectionary

In January and February, we will be usi
the Common Lectionary in Sunday morni
worship services. The Common Lectionary
a threewyear cycle of scripture readings whig
was developed by an ecumenic
@sNtRidny lofi 2BMlical  scholars  an
denominational representatives from th
United States and Canada for use by many
the mainline denominations. Some of th
denominations which use the Commg
Lectionary include the Episcopal Churg
Presbyterian Church, Evangelical Luthe

United Methodist Church. The Commg
Lectionary contains four recommende
scripture readings for each Sunday in t
year. These readings usually include an
Testament Reading, a New Testamg
Reading, a Gospel Reading, and a read
from one of the Psalms. There is often
theme which links the scripture passages
one other.

other times the scripture readings are chos¢
for afpartcalad selimiirt séries. JWevill Iday
the added experience of hearing lectiona
j scriptures read from our new pew Bibles
2015 (see p. 10) .

Lectionary Readings for January

January 4
Epiphany Sunday
Isaiah 60: 1-6 Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12 Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14

t Sy y & Kanuary 11
Baptized in the Holy Spirit
Genesis 1: 1-5 Acts 19: 1-7
Mark 1: 4-11 Psalm 29

January 18
1 Samuel 3: 1-10 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20

January 25
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
Mark 1: 14 - 20 Psalm 62: 5-12
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