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And now these three remain:  
faith, hope and love.  

But the greatest of these is love.  
— 1 Corinthians 13:13 

     It’s February and the world is 
“mud-luscious and puddle-
wonderful”(e.e. cummings) when it 

should probably be “a barren field frozen with 
snow” (Langston Hughes). But isn't that what life is all 
about? Surprises.  

It’s not often we get to choose the circumstances 
that swirl around us. The world presents its own 
rhythms and pace. And, we merely choose how we 
perceive the moments that define us.  

For example, do you celebrate winter’s chilly 
blanket or curse the icy cold? Do you blame others 
for your circumstances? Or recognize that every chal-
lenge offers an opportunity for personal growth?  

There is scientific proof that positive thinking 
works, which means — our happiness and success are 
nearly 100% reliant on a positive, healthy state of 
mind. A shift in thinking creates a profound change in 
circumstance. When we choose to see life through 
rose-colored glasses and hearts bursting with love, 
we cultivate a loving attitude toward ourselves and 
others, opening a world of surprising possibilities.  

 Towson UMC Trailblazers: The Labyrinth Project 
by Maryanne Arthur 
 

Stroll along the far end of Towson 
United Methodist Church’s parking 
lot, adjacent to Baltimore’s beltway, 
and you’ll find the head of a wooded 
path, barely peeking out from the 
tree line. Without letters on the 
wooden sign that once marked the 
way, no one knows where the wind-
ing path leads. Even in winter when 
trees are bare, the view is obscured. 
And, the footpath is muddy and 
matted, slippery from littered leaf 

debris and forgotten footsteps. But, it 
was not always like this. 

In fall 2004, a church member 
envisioned a safe, peaceful space 
where church and community mem-
bers could meander for a few mo-
ments of meditation and reflection. 
And, an enthusiastic Boy Scout helped 
turn that vision into a reality.  

When Dan Matlin (son of Carol 
and Paul Matlin) learned that Towson 
UMC owned all the wooded land that 
flanked the church, he knew exactly  

Special thanks to church member Ginny Foster for organizing another 
amazing fellowship opportunity with talented artist Elva Hurst.  

Towson UMC’s labyrinth in prime condition, 
offering a peaceful, meditative path for visitors. 

Hurst’s Fabulous Chalk Talk 

continued on page 4  



501 Hampton Lane : Towson, MD 21286 
 

410.823.6511 
www.towsonumc.org 

 

Business Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Sunday Worship Services: 8:15 AM and 10:15 AM 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Rev. LaTrelle Easterling—Resident Bishop 
 

Rev. Dr. Wanda Duckett—District Superintendant, 
Baltimore Metropolitan District 
 

Bob Kimmons & Stephanie Kimmons—  
TUMC’s Church Lay Leaders 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Johnson— Lead Pastor 
410.823.3640 : leadpastor@towsonumc.org 
 

Rev. Margery Schammel—Assistant Pastor 
410.823.2485 : mschammel@towsonumc.org 
 

Rev. Doug Hollida– Minister of Music 
410.823.6519 : musicdirector@towsonumc.org 
 

Rachel Livingston– Director of Youth and  
Young Adult Ministries 
410.823.3698 : yandya@towsonumc.org 
 

Kim Ayres– Business and Office Manager 
410.823.3693 : kayres@towsonumc.org 
 

Bob Ashby– Custodian 
 
 
 

HAMPTON LANE CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

Erin Rigley– Center Director 
410.825.0008 : cdcdirector@towsonumc.org 
 

A ministry of Towson United Methodist Church, 
Hampton Lane Child Development Center is a licensed 
childcare center with approved preschool for ages two 
(2) through pre-kindergarten.  
 

www.hamptonlanecdc.org 

February 2018 ... page 2 

High spire  

  PRAY WITH US 
 

   http://towsonprays.blogspot.com 
 

   Upper Room devotionals (in regular and  
    large print) available in the lobby. 

Celebrating the Birth of Jesus 

Next High Spire content deadline: February 9th for  

the March 2018 issue. Send photos and  

copy to: kayres@towsonumc.org 

Christmas holiday 
celebrations at TUMC 
in December. Top: 
Pastor Mark Johnson 
preaches. Center: 
The Children’s Choir 
presents “Journeys to 
the Manger”. 
Bottom: Rachel  
Livingston preaches 
on Christmas Eve.  
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Dear Friends,  
 

A new season is upon us. And, our 
congregation has much to offer. Join 
us in worship, events, activities and 
service. We’re glad you’re here!  

 
Membership Exploration 

Persons interested in joining Towson UMC are 
invited to attend a series of Membership 
Exploration classes. Classes will focus on our 
membership vows and how we live these vows out 
through Towson UMC as well as our lives. Please 
join your pastors on Sunday mornings, February 
18th through March 4th, at 9AM in the Hoffman 
Room. Topics will include: 
 

     Feb 18 Prayers and Presence 
     Feb 25 Gifts and Service 
     Mar 4 Witness and Church Overview 
     Mar 11 Join the Church 
 

For more information, contact Pastors Mark 
Johnson or Margery Schammel at 410.823.6511. 
 
Biblical Storytelling Class 
Liturgists, Lay Servants, storytellers and everyone 
else are invited to learn how to tell Bible stories. 
Pastors Mark and Sandi will be teaching a three 
session class using the methods of the Network of 
Biblical Storytellers. This class is sponsored by the 
School of Christian Missions through the Baltimore 
Washington Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and qualifies for Lay Servant training. 
Classes will be on Sunday afternoons from March 
4th – 18th and will culminate with a Biblical 
Storytelling concert at 7 PM on March 28. Classes 
will take place in the Fellowship Hall of Towson 

UMC. Cost is $35 and you may get a registration 
form from me. 410.823.6511. 
 
Coffee and Conversation—NEW TIME & VENUE! 
For the past several months, you have been invited 
to meet with me at various times and in different 
locations. We are changing the time and location 
again so folks who have been unable to meet in the 
morning can participate.  
Beginning Tuesday, February 6th at 3:00PM, I will 
be at the Starbucks (1830 York Road) near the 
Bertucci’s Restaurant. Come by for a cup of coffee 
and a chat. 
 
Lent is HERE!! 
The Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday on 
February 14. Please join us at noon in the chapel or 
7:00PM in the sanctuary for a meaningful service of 
communion and the imposition of ashes. 
 
Lenten Sermon Series: “Ready, Set, Go!” 
   Feb 14 Ash Wednesday 
   Feb 18 First Sunday in Lent 
   Feb 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
   Mar 4 Third Sunday in Lent 
   Mar 11 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
   Mar 18 Fifth Sunday in Lent 
   Mar 25 Palm Sunday 
   Mar 29 Maundy Thursday 
   Mar 30 Good Friday 
   Apr 1  Easter 
 
Field Trip to Christ Deaf Church 
Stay tuned for details for our upcoming field trip 
from Towson UMC to Christ Deaf Church.  
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Mark Johnson 

Towson United Methodist Church is a community of Christ-followers growing in love of God and neighbor.  This is what we at Towson UMC 

believe Christian discipleship is, what we are to be, and what Jesus meant when he sent his followers to “make disciples”— 

We believe every person is of sacred worth and created in God’s image.  We commit to Jesus’ example of inclusive love, care, and intentional 

hospitality with persons of every race, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, faith story, physical or mental 

ability, economic status, or political perspective.  We respect our diversity of opinion and expressions of faith.  Therefore, as God loves us, so 

let us love and serve in the name of Christ.      — adopted by the TUMC Church Council February 2, 2015 

Pastor Mark’s Meanderings 
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what to do for his Ea-
gle Scout Project.  

“I thought it would 
be such a cool idea to 
utilize the space 
owned by the church 
to do something to 
benefit the congregation,” remem-
bered Dan. “So, my mom and I re-
searched labyrinths. I made my own 
design, sketched it out and engi-
neered the space to mathematically 
make it happen.”  

According to Lauren Artress, au-
thor of Walking a Sacred Path: Redis-
covering the Labyrinth as a Spiritual 
Tool, “the labyrinth is truly a tool for 
our times. It can help us find our way 
through the bewildering multiplicity, 
to the unity of source. The labyrinth  
is an evocative experience. The laby-
rinth provides the sacred space where 
the inner and outer worlds can com-
mune, where the thinking mind and 
imaginative heart can flow together.  
It can provide a space to listen to our 
inner voice of wisdom and come to 
grips with our role in humankind's 
next evolutionary step." 

At age 17, Dan led the team that 
blazed a trail in the church woods. He 
gathered church volunteers and peers 
from Boy Scout Troop 732; and, with 
permission from the church’s Proper-
ty and Maintenance committee, 
ploughed forward with fulfilling the 
vision.  

On a cold, rainy day in late fall, 
Dan and his team hauled soil and 
rocks from the top of the hill to the 
bottom. They used wheelbarrows, 
garden tools and loads of muscle to 
create the space where the labyrinth 
currently rests.   

“Mike McWilliams helped us level 
out the area, clear away brush; and he 
donated the large stones to mark the 
labyrinth,” said Dan. “My mom donat-
ed two concrete benches; and some-
one made the sign at the top of the 
path.” 

Another eager Boy Scout, church 
member Tim Ford, created the 
mulched footpath that winds to the 
labyrinth area from the parking lot, 
also as part of an Eagle Scout project.  

For a while, the labyrinth was a 
huge hit. Church folks visited fre-
quently; and various groups, like the 
Boy Scouts, maintained the area --- 
even expanding it to include a few 
picnic benches and quiet worship 
nook in a small clearing just a few 
steps beyond the labyrinth circle. 
Some church members fondly remem-
ber walking along the labyrinth’s path 
and gathering in the picnic area for 
youth group activities. 

     Then, over time, the woods 
slowly began to reclaim the space.  

     Aside from an occasional ex-
plorer, rogue hunter, or the Maxalea 
volunteers who maintain the safety of 
the path, it is obvious that few have 
ventured here in recent years. To 
date, the wooden labyrinth sign 
has disintegrated; the labyrinth 
circle is partially buried under a 
massive fallen tree; and the pic-
nic benches are inaccessible. But, 
the area will not remain like this.  

Beginning in spring 2018, a 
tiny-but-mighty group of church 
volunteers – including the youth 
group – will revitalize the section 
of church property that includes the 
labyrinth and outdoor worship area. 

Once again, with permission from 
the Property and Maintenance com-
mittee, the path, labyrinth and picnic 
spaces will be accessible and inviting 
for church and community members. 
Thanks to Mike McWilliams and his 

generous Maxalea team, who coated 
the path with mulch and cleared the 
perimeter woods of debris, to secure 
the area for visiting foot traffic. 

Now the rest of the work begins. 
Towson UMC needs people power, 
plus hardscaping and landscaping 
tools and materials, to enhance the 
wooded labyrinth and worship area.  

Interested in helping the church 
revitalize this precious resource? Con-
tact Maryanne Arthur at 
mta@justwritesolutions.com or 
410.256.7292 by February 25th to 
share your ideas, donate stuff and get 
involved with the Labyrinth Trailblaz-
ers team. We will meet at church in 
early March to divide up tasks; make a 
plan for the spring/summer; and get 
this project moving forward in 2018!  

Labyrinth: continued from page 1 

Top left and right: labyrinth rocks and 
the area before transformation  

Center: Dan Matlin, age 17, displaying his 
labyrinth project board. Bottom: area now 



Sunday School for Middle/High School Youth 
   9-10 AM  
 

Middle School: Rm 216   High School : Rm 317 
Youth: Grades 6-8     Youth: Grades 9-12 
           
 

Confirmation ‘Class of 2018’ 
 

 Confirmands will meet with their class in Fellowship 
Hall on Sundays until confirmation day. 

 
 

Questions? Contact: Rev. Margery Schammel at 
410.823.2485 or  Mschammel@towsonumc.org. 

YOUTH GROUP UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

February 
2/4 Snow tubing at Avalanche Xpress, York, PA 
 12-4PM. We eat lunch at church and leave 
 immediately afterward. Cost $33/person 
2/11 Dinner and Discussion, 6:00-7:30PM 
2/17 Volunteer at Mission Central, Mechanicsburg, 
 PA. Saturday mission trip. Time TBD.  
2/25 Laser Tag at Reisterstown UMC  
 

Need more info? Contact Rachel Livingston at 

410.823.3698 or yandya@towsonumc.org.  
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TUMC Youth Scoop Follow YOUTH GROUP on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/groups/TowsonUMCYouth 

Celebration February 11th 

Join us for the wrap-up celebration of our Growing Forward capital campaign — your investment our church 
building. During the 10:15 AM service on February 11th, we will consecrate the recently-installed sanctuary windows. 
Afterward, we will gather in Fellowship Hall for soup and dessert to celebrate all that we have funded. 

Want to bring a pot of soup or dessert? How many will attend in your party/family? Contact Shirley Derksen: 
smderksen@verizon.net or 410.825.6752 to let us know. Your generous support has made possible many tangible 
improvements to our church home. Come, celebrate, share in the joy! 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Vacation Bible Camp July 23-27th 

Join us for a Rolling River Rampage!!  
 

“When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you.”  — Isaiah 43:2  

Have you explored video creation?  
Does sound engineering excite you?  
Technology peak your interest?   
If any of these things sound like you, then we are looking for YOU!  Towson UMC is looking to create 

a team that would help us with creation of presentations and video for the service, and management of the sound-
board.  If you don’t know how to do this, no problem.  We can teach you and explore together.  If interested, contact 
Rachel Livingston at yandya@towsonumc.org or 410.823.3698 for more information.  

Thank you to our parents and youth who helped with shopping 
and wrapping gifts for a family this Christmas!  You all helped to 
spread the love of Jesus Christ in the Christmas season!  

http://www.facebook.com/groups/TowsonUMCYouth/
mailto:yandya@towsonumc.org


Lenten Study Offered 

We will be studying 

Made for a Miracle by Mike 

Slaughter during Lent this 

year. Check with your Sun-

day school teacher to see if 

your class is using this book 

or join us on Thursdays, Feb. 

15th – March 22nd from 

Noon - 1:00PM at church. 

Bring your lunch, if you 

want, and share moving 

“from your Ordinary to 

God’s Extraordinary”.  

Please contact Margery  Schammel if you have any 

questions and to sign up for the class. 410.823.2485 or 

mschammel@towsonumc.org. 

Adult Learning 

Join us for Sunday Morning Adult Classes. Check out 
this lineup of possibilities. Everyone is welcome! 
 

***ALL CLASSES ARE ON SUNDAYS 9-10 AM*** 
 

Christians Under Construction : Room 111  
  Topical and Bible studies 
 

Young Parents’ Class : Room 114 
  Support in Christian parenting 
 

Tower Class : Room 214 
  Current topics from a Christian perspective 
 

Women’s Class : Room 212 
  Learning and support to live as Christian women 
 

Adult Bible Study : Room 218 
  Studies of various books of the Bible 
 

Men’s Class : Room 310 
  Learning and support to live as Christian men 

Prefer childcare during the worship service?  We have 
your family covered from infancy through age 11! 
 

Safe-sanctuary, approved adults are available  on 
Sunday mornings to spend quality time with your little 
ones in the Cribbery downstairs and to host a variety 
of fun, social and educational activities in church 
classrooms. 
 

 Childcare in the Cribbery* : Room 122 
  Children: Infants-Age 3  
 Open: 8:45 AM through the 10:15 AM service  
 

 Pray and Play* : Room 314 
 Children: Ages 4-6 
 Open: 10:15 through the entire worship service  
 for learning, fun and song. 
 

 Kids in the Disciple Zone (KIDZ)* : Room 310 
 Children: Ages 7-11 
 Open: Part-way through 10:15 service. Children 

begin in the worship service and leave for  
 learning and fun when dismissed. 

 
 

 

 
Children of all ages are 
invited to join a Sunday School class to learn and 
grow in faith with one another.  Classes are taught  
by TUMC safe-sanctuary,  approved adults. 
 

***ALL CLASSES ARE ON SUNDAYS 9-10 AM *** 
 

Preschool* : Room 311 
Children: Age 3-Kindergarten  
 

Elementary* : Room 312 
Children: Grades 1-5 

Infants, Toddlers and KIDZ 

*Note: Enrollment forms are REQUIRED for participation. Find forms online at 
www.towsonumc.org. Click on “Ministries” then “Towson Youth.”  Return 
completed forms to church! 

Kids’ 
Sunday 
School 
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Easter is Coming! 
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The Trembling in His Presence 
 
O the trembling in His presence, 
O the everlasting joy, 
Bow before Him, earth and heavens, 
Evermore in Him rejoice. 
Fearsome waves of blinding glory, 
God the Uncreated Light, 
All creation fall before Him, 
Worship in His presence bright. 
 
All the angel hosts assembling, 
God takes on the form of man! 
Worship Him with fear and trembling, 
Lamb before creation slain! 
This the holy Incarnation, 
Wondrous myst'ry bright and deep, 
Jesus comes, the world's salvation 
While the world lay fast, fast asleep. 
 
Come and tremble then before Him, 
O ye heavens and ye earth, 
Come, impassioned, to adore Him, 
King of all the universe! 
Jesus, joy of earth and Heaven 
Comes, salvation forth to bring, 
O the great and awesome trembling 
In the presence of the King.   
 
All creation, bow to worship 
God Almighty, great I AM, 
Tremble in His holy presence, 
Glory to th'eternal Lamb. 
Worship Him, our Holy Savior, 
Evermore in Him rejoice, 
Glorify His name forever, 
Trembling with unbounded joy. 
 
copyright 2017, by Joyce Keedy.   
 
 
NOTE: These are the words to the Organ 
Prelude Joyce played on Christmas Eve 
at the 10:15 AM service.  Both words and 
music will be included in her upcoming 
eighth book, most likely to be published 
this coming summer or fall. This poem 
speaks of all creation trembling in the 
presence of our magnificent God, and 
rejoicing to worship Him forever. 

The Reconciling and Accepting Method-
ists (RAMs) of Towson UMC will host the 
Baltimore-Washington Area Reconciling 
United Methodists (BWARM).  

Saturday, February 17, 2018  
in Fellowship Hall 

  
BWARM seeks to affirm lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender people and en-
sure the full participation of people of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities 

in the ministry and life of the United Methodist Church, particularly 
in the Baltimore-Washington Conference.   

Lite fare (bagels, pastries) will be offered at 9:30 AM, with devo-
tions, communion and the meeting itself running from 10:00 AM-
noon.   

All are welcome to attend. NO RSVP is required.  

Towson UMC Hosts BWARM on 2/17 
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Moment on a Mission/Communion Offering 
 

Our next Communion/Mission Offering throughout 

the month of February benefits the Assistance Center 

of Towson Churches (ACTC), an ecumenical consortium 

of churches that provides emergency relief for the 

needy in our community. On February 4th, Linda Lotz 

from ATCT will speak at the 10:15AM church service. 

Please consider a monetary donation to support this 

worthy cause. Make your check payable to Towson 

UMC and note that it is for “ACTC”. Mail to church or 

place checks in the Sunday offering plate.  

Mission/ Work Area Collection for Soldiers 
 

Mission Work Area plans to take supplies to Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center the end of Feb-
ruary.  We would appreciate NEW and UNUSED dona-
tions for these wounded soldiers and their families. 
Requested items include: Gift cards (Subway, Dunkin 
Donuts, Giant/Safeway), LEGOS, Chapstick, deodorant, 
open bottom sweatpants, hoodies, nylon workout 
shorts (only black, gray or navy blue), body wash, back 
scratchers, toothpaste. Please bring all items to the 
Sharing Bins in the Narthex at the back of church.  

February Missions: All Month Projects 

Manna House Food Service Volunteers Needed 

Towson UMC provides assistance to Manna House and serves breakfast to people in need.  Three volunteers are 

needed four times a year to go to Manna House (on 25th Street and Barclay). It is well run and a safe place to serve. 

The people are very appreciative of our assistance. Various churches assist throughout the year.  

Our 2018 dates are all Fridays: February 16, April 13, June 8, and October 12. We can carpool from Towson UMC 

—- leave at 7:15 AM and return by 11 AM. Please join us to serve food and help support this worthy project.  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Towson UMC will begin a Men’s Prayer Breakfast/
Bible study on Thursdays at 7 AM beginning Febru-
ary 8, 2018 at the Nautilus Diner (2047 York Rd, Ti-
monium, MD 21093).  
We will order off the menu. Please join us for this 
time of fellowship, study and prayer. 

Tuesday Open Chapel: PRAY WITH US 
You are invited to pray in the chapel each Tuesday 
when our church building is open. Pray as you wish 
or invite a staff member to pray along.   
 

Dear Members:  

Many, many thanks for the lovely flower that brings 

much joy to my room. I send holiday greetings to all 

of you and wishes for a Happy New Year.  

    Fondly, B.J. Gerding 

Dear People of TUMC,  

Thank you from a very grateful heart for 

my handsome new flat-mate! I discovered 

the gorgeous deep red poinsettia waiting for 

me on my doorstep last week; and, I knew 

at once who had sent it.  

You gave me so much more than a simple 

holiday greeting; this floral wonder will 

brighten my life for all the coming years. 

And, remind me of you all at TUMC each 

time I look across at my living room win-

dow. God bless you all for your loving 

kindness! With love and joyous thanks,  

    Elizabeth Brown 
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Please Remember Towson UMC in Your Will ……… 
When you leave a bequest to Towson UMC in your will or estate plan you help to root your hopes and dreams in the bed-
rock of Christ’s Gospel. You also make a good steward’s return to God of God’s blessings in your life and leave an eternal 
message of what is important to you. It is easy to include your church in your estate planning by having your advisor in-
clude this language in your will or beneficiary designation: “I give, devise and bequeath _______ (insert dollar amount or 
percent amount) of my estate to Towson United Methodist Church, 501 Hampton Lane, Towson, MD 21286”.  Questions? 
Call Pastor Mark and he can connect you with the Planned Giving Committee. 

Dear TUMC friends,  

The poinsettia and 

cards you sent me 

are beautiful. They 

bring a smile to my 

face and put a pray-

er in my heart. The 

Christmas Service 

and music is unfor-

gettable.  

Lord’s Blessings, 

Dorothy Reft 

I wish to thank all the members and clergy for 

the beautiful poinsettias delivered to me near 

Christmas. I want all the members to know how 

much this remembrance means to me and how 

close I feel to al members and clergy.  

Sincerely,  

Ruth Sandy 

NOTE: Personal information 
of church members was 
removed for web posting. 
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  
 

Our next Towson UMC Community Blood Drive will 
be held on Saturday, March 24th between 6:30am and 
12:30pm.  Anyone older than 16 years of age may be 
eligible to donate.  

Check the church website for more 
information. For medical or travel eligibil-
ity questions, call the American Red Cross 
at 866.236.3276. 

Remember… you must wait 56 days 
between donations of whole blood.  If you 
are a regular donor, then you had until January 27th to 
donate and still be eligible to donate on March 24th.  

For more information, or to schedule your life-saving 
donation, call the church office at 410.823.6511 or email 
TUMCBloodDrive@gmail.com. 
  

A big THANK YOU to everyone in the congregation who 
donated a coffee cake or some other breakfast treat to 
the New Year’s Eve breakfast. The variety was amazing 
and enjoyed by all!  
   — The Hospitality Committee  
 

We are seeking volunteers to help a family in Cock-
eysville with newborn twins and four older brothers. Any 
help would be much appreciated! For more information, 
contact Debby Maciolek at 410.321.0278.  
 

      Ever wonder where our Operation Christmas Child/
Samaritan’s Purse gift boxes go after they leave Towson 
UMC? Well...first stop is the Baltimore/Washington, DC 
Processing Center (one of six processing centers in the 
United States). 

According to TUMC member 
John Ross, “Fun is had by all who 
volunteer for this effort; and [we] 
get to meet a lot of fellow Christians 
[at the center].”  

Next stop is a worldwide desti-
nation in any one of the following locations: Guyana, Ba-
hamas, Ukraine, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Colum-
bia, Kenya, and Togo. 

Between November 21st and December 14th, our 
local processing center shipped 889,864 boxes. Wow! 

Thank you, again, for your prayers and generosity for 
children around the world. 
 

 

 
 

 

Save the Date: March 24 
Community Blood Drive 

Food Pantry OPEN : Saturday, February 17th from 9:00-10:30 AM 

Where? Oh, Where?  
Do Our Shoeboxes Go?! 

 

We are always collecting much-needed items to keep our food pantry  shelves full. When you 
bring your donations to church on Sundays, or during office hours, please leave them in the  
Sharing Bins for future Food Pantry guests.  
 

*** Want to help? Contact Dwight Kines at 410.828.0792.  
 
 

Thank YOU! New Year’s Eve 

Help Wanted: Local Family of 8 

THANK YOU!  
 

Thank you from the Board of Child 

Care auxiliary. I collected $808.00 

for extra projects at the Board of 

Child Care and 82 members from 

Towson UMC.  
 

Thank you for your kindness and 

continued support.  
 

  —Katherine Rigney 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 

8:15 AM and 10:15 AM 
 

 

ALL Feb  Communion Offering: ACTC 

ALL Tues Meet the Pastor @ Starbucks, 3PM 

Jan 26-28 Youth Group ROCK in Ocean City, MD 

Feb 4 Youth Group Snowtubing 

Feb 11 Boy Scout Sunday  

 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling here 

      Growing Forward Luncheon, 11:30AM 

Feb 11 Youth Group Dinner & Discussion 

Feb 14 Ash Wednesday: Lent begins 

Feb 17 Youth Group Mission Trip 

Feb 23-25 Women’s Retreat in Middletown, MD 

Feb 25 Youth Group Laser Tag 

Mar 18 Children’s Musical:  

 Back to Church Sunday 

Mar 25 Palm Sunday; Holy Week begins 

Mar 30 Good Friday 

Apr 1 Easter 

Apr TBD Youth Cantata 

May 13 Mother’s Day 

May 20 Pentecost 

 Confirmation Sunday 

Jun 3 Family Celebration Day 

Jun 17 Father’s Day 

   

Thank you for your generosity. 
Your pledges and contributions 
are a critical part of how we can 
make a difference in our church, 
community and world. For a 
quick link to donate, scan this 
QRC code with your phone.  

Food Pantry Inspires Youngest 
Community Donors 
 

One afternoon in late January 2018, Kim Ayres 
opened the church doors to welcome a family from 
our Towson neighborhood.  The family’s youngest 
members, two girls, approximately ages 7 or 9 years 
old, had a ritual of sharing their allowance with 
worthwhile community organizations; and, they 
chose Towson UMC this month!  

Their allotted allowance was to be divided into 
three parts: one part to spend as desired, one part to 
save for later, and one to give away now to a charita-
ble organization. 

This month, the girls decided to spend the “give 
away portion” on groceries to help re-stock the 
shelves at Towson UMC’s very own Food Pantry. As 
they described their food selections, Kim remem-
bered they were so delighted to share details of their 
shopping experience — thoughtfully buying chunky 
soups and other hearty foods that would fill the 
stomachs of someone in need.  

While these children and their family did not 
leave a name for recognition, they certainly left a 
lasting impact on our staff and the lives of our Tow-
son friends and neighbors who visit the Food Pantry.  



 

Learn Great Things about God.  

Do Great Things with God! 

 

   8:15 AM Traditional Service in the Chapel   
 Communion every Sunday with piano 
 or organ accompaniment. 
 
  8:45-10 AM Coffee Hour in the Parlor 
 
  9-10 AM Educational Classes &  Programs  
 
  10:15 AM Worship Service in the Sanctuary  
 Communion on the first Sunday of each  
 month — open to all — with a richly varied  
 service that blends vocal and handbell  
 choirs, praise band, traditional and  
 contemporary song, old-fashioned hymns,  
 and glorious 3,000-pipe organ music.  
 

      Yes! Gluten-free bread is available. 

RESIDENT or 

TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 Hampton Lane : Towson, Maryland 21286 

 
410.823.6511 : www.towsonumc.org 

Business Hours: Mon-Thurs 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
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Licensed childcare and pre-school 
ages 2 through pre-kindergarten  

410.825.0008  www.hamptonlanecdc.org 
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT TOWSON UMC  

Let all 
you do 

be done 
in LOVE 

 
 

1 Corinthians 16:14 


